erlreicucs copy prin 


fea 
Fi fant baie aa Pian 
Part ar Hie 


earns) 
Vea 
werd 


ty san LA 
ye " ae 


me at 
oe iy fe 
VA 


i 
A 
Vipated 


ites 


Hanleeg! we dh 
pu 


i 
ea 14 


Pear eas gg) 
ft thd 


+0 
oe 4 ae 
ines 

thee 


Hab yy. dary 
niebidtas } aes et 


“i asi baad 


4 
es Aah it 
ats 


Vy het diet) Sarat 
bkianebi beats 


ald pa hin i ash 
“ oy ei 
th xe Hut Sanam? desde rut 
OUR? LE ohiIO, 
are Hi 


eed eens 


it saute os 
a isi 
ar nae 


uate eae) 
Wat dae ded Wd Mid ticked 
pean elspa “dda wap 
: Sa 
ee Pr Doe Heated ate Gate 


Us FE CH Maat 
i or Lge cantaing 
CIS ern he We 
Modest ihe 
ia aka ‘ % 
» 


Needs ranted 244 
i 'S Srihti ASN 


Cy Bees 
nats WASP ERGY 5 % 
a Phin gato 
ery ea a 
ae Jaye anse 
Yel berg, 
o hae 


SoD ASM, 
132 Aiea hSNe 


RaAabsaad Res 
re elt Nadmdoits 


Sate neMos aN Ry 
Hears Pi ea ea sae a6 


: yy Iratcmonmtes 

“ ‘ . : 

Ny an Me Bate y iaoon des Maapoantude b 3 ST ; 
Nig Baer ‘ 4 " , Pate Reds 
v e i ; 


AVERT err 
in Joe anctana: « 
Mi M4 hia obs ante nscte MS: 
Me tu Dead Me Saha Perna Hea AG AMD 
Made Maga de dy iNrec Qraninatitagtny AGMA CAIN: bec sbd 
AS MUMS Does Bat Mee de teacher dv Ariba Vhandtatcl bay 
Vane yn deta tages Dadisien y 
ARMA DotNet NES 


VCP ESV TE YU yatEd 


COE Le Ey 


Cea MAS 


wD 
we 


Ce ee aera) 


VF A IP BRA RANG 9 SHR A ht AGAR tome 


AmC SERS HAW e ade HE eit otk Ae NE A ie nae Rie a! eee eae ng eta oa! SES Repu he eater, Sib hoes deed 


i> pe ce rSECRE RRL 


aii 


= 


Brat. Wil i {I 


3 00057 7941 
Gc se101 Gags 


cs ea clopil eget Oe LSaL tne Co... ES]; 
1869-195 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


https://archive.org/details/salemsborg18691900evan 


; ~ 
‘WU 
PGS ° 
Nj 
ie ai 
. = 
¥ Pe 
” 
= See 


ALEM 


aS 


ye 


Ds 


” 


\ 


Alen Public Library 
Fr Wave, Indianar, | 


PRESENT CHURCH 


é 
Se 
= ooo 


ee 


The committee in charge of preparing the material for this anni- 
versary booklet were instructed by the Congregation to translate the 
history which was presented in the Swedish Language in 1909. It con- 
tained a great deal of detailed discription of the early days and the 
development of the Church work and Community life, it seems proper 
that this early history should be preserved for future generations. We 
sincerely hope that those who read these pages will feel that we have 
tried to be impartial in selecting the historical events in the history of 
our dear Salemsborg Church. —-Committee 


The translation of the 40th Anniversary Album 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of Salems- 


1869-1959 


O Thou of God implanted who hast passed 
through so many storms whereby the power which 
God has given to thy keeping has been revealed. Thou 
mother of three daughters who now are continuing 
the song of Praise unto “The Lamb of God” which 
they learned within thy portals. 


With thy Saints in Heaven and on earth, with 
the merciful Shepherd present to save and carry to 
the realms beyond, To thee thou servant of the Lord 
unto the end of time. These words of reminiscence are 
tendered on this 40th anniversary—by the Commit- 
tee. 
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The first business meeting was held at the 
home of C. J. Brodine of June 16th, 1869. C. J. 
Brodine was elected chairman and J. W. Peter- 
son Secretary. A large number of people of 
Swedish descent were present at this meeting 
which had been legally announced. The chair- 
man asked those present if they were willing to 
organize a congregation and build a house of 
worship, the answer was a unanimous “YES”. 

At the first meeting and also at the second 
meeting June 24th, the question of a church 
constitution was neglected, undoubtedly the 
souls zeal for a place of worship came first in 
the minds of the pioneers. 

A committee was elected to supervise the 
building of the first church, C. J. Brodine, A. 
Bohlund and O. H. Thorstenberg were the 
members of this committee. The first men to 
head the subscriptions for the building were 
John Ekholm, J. P. Hultman and John Holm- 
berg. 

The place selected for building of the church 
and parsonage was the NW% of Section Five 
Twp 16 Range 3W. Saline Co. This tract of 
land was purchased from the railroad company 
for $2.50 per acre. 

The first church building was a dug out forty 
feet long and twenty feet wide with a rock 
foundation on which to place the roof. The 
building site has remained the same through- 
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Home of C. J. Brodine 


out the ninety years since the first plans were 
made. The sincere desire for a place of worship 
was proven in the fact that the work of build- 
ing was begun within a week of the business 
meeting. Every one doing their best to complete 
the church where the true word of God was 
proclaimed and the Sacraments administered. 
On June 24th 1869 the name SALEMSBORG 
was selected for the pioneer congregation, 
which was to forever be a Evangelic Lutheran 
Church and Congregation. 

From the original Swedish history we find 
that the dugout walls could not withstand the 
heavy rains which fell quite often. In Oct. 1869 
the walls were rebuilt of stone. Often after a 
rain the shoes of the worshiping congregation 
became stuck in the clay floor. Salina being 
the nearest town, lumber and supplies for the 
church and homes were carried on the should- 
ers of men. 

From the official minutes of meeting held 
Sept. 25, 1869 we read; after being duly an- 
nounced this meeting was held to complete the 
organizing of the Salemsborg Congregation. 
The meeting opened with Scripture reading and 
prayer. Olof Peterson was elected chairman. 
Due to the absence of the secretary Carl H. 
Thorstenberg was elected sec’y pro tem. After 
being carefully considered the constitution for 
‘the congregation was adopted. 

The first board of administration was elected. 

Deacons for three years — C. J. Brodine and 
O. H. Thorstenberg. 

Deacons for two years — A. Bohlund and 
L. M. Peterson. 

Deacons for one year — A. Sandberg and A. 
Frost. 

Trustee for three years — Olof Peterson. 

Trustee for two years — Johan Ekholm. 

Trustee for one year — S. P. Holmberg. 

A decision was made to ask for admission to 
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the Augustana Synod at the next meeting of 
Synod. The meeting closed with prayer and 
Benediction. 

On Sept. 30 a special business meeting was 
held for purpose of calling the first ordained 
minister for Salemsborg. By a unanimous vote 
Rev. A. W. Dahlsten was called as the Shephard 
for Salemsborg and Fremont congregations with 
the understanding that the ministers home be 
at Salemsborg. Rev. Dahlsten accepted the call 
and moved to Salemsborg a short time later. 

The first Communion Services were held in 
the new church on Nov. 29, 1869, conducted by 
Pastor Dahlsten. Rev. Dahlsten served as pastor 
at the’Salemsborg Church from 1869 until 1888, 
during which time many changes both within 
the church and community took place. 

According to the church records the follow- 
ing were charter members of Salemsborg. 

Car] Johan Brodin with wife and four child- 
ren, 

Anders August Jonas Sandberg with wife and 
five children. 

Samuel Fredrik Johnson with wife and three 
children. 

S. F. Eklund and wife. 

S. Johan Thelander and wife. 

Carl Fehr and wife. ; 

Pastor Anders Wilhelm Dahlsten with wife 
and one child. 

Sven Peter Holmberg and wife. 

Anders Viktor Anderson. 

Lars Magnus Thelander and wife. 

Olof H. Thorstenberg and wife. 

Carl Thorstenberg and wife. 

Lars Peterson with wife and two children. 

Olof Peterson and four children. 

Johan Osterman and wife. 

Begnt Hessler. 

Johan Magnus Peterson with wife and two 
children. 
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Dugout Church 


1) JOHAN A. WAHLSTROM 2) AUGUST SANDBERG 3) MRS. JOHAN A. WAHLSTROM 


4) MRS. L. M. THELANDER 5) JACOB PETER ANDERSON 6) MRS. JOHANNA C. LUNDBERG 
7) SAMUEL F. JOHNSON SHOALRS, Satur or JOHNSON 
9) ANDERS LUDVIG PETERSON 10) ISRAEL JOHNSON 11) MRS. ANDERS LUDVIG PETERSON 
12) GUST. HOLMQUIST 13) JACOB MALMGREN 14) NELS MAGNUSON 


CHARTER MEAIB ERS 


rs 


Johan Ekholm and wife. 

Lars Magnus Johnson. 

Gustaf Johnson and wife. 

Peter Sohlberg and wife. 

Lars Jacob Hederstedt. 

Anders Anderson Bohlund with wife and two 
children. 

Car] Frank and wife. 

Gustaf Wilhelm Haggstrand with wife and 
four children. 

Johan Hultman with wife and four children. 

Mrs. Christina Lovisa Holmquist. 

Johan Magnus Danielson with wife and four 
children. 

Jacob Peter Anderson with wife and six 
children. 
Israe] Johnson with wife and three children. 

Johan Wilhelm Peterson and wife. 

Anders Ludvig Peterson with wife and two 
children. 

Nels Magnuson with wife and two children. 

Johan Johnson with wife and one child. 

Johannes Bergqvist and wife. 

August Mattson and wife. 

Johan Anderson Wahlstrom with wife and 
two children. 

Gustaf Nelson. 

Carl Johan Hallengren. 

Jacob Malmgren with wife and two children. 

Susanna Carolina Malmgren. 

August Lundgren with wife and one child. 

Gust Holmquist. 

August Frost with wife and six children. 


The monetary subscription for the building 
fund for the church amounted to $253.09 of 
which amount two thirds was donated by 
Americans of Salina. The building material 
bought for the church cost $212.84. Perhaps 
those seemingly small amount of money were 
a greater sacrifice to the pioneers than the 
great sums which are part of our present time. 
On Nov. 7, 1869 a decision was made to build 
a parsonage, the house to consist of stone walls. 
A frame roof, the building to be 20 ft. long 
and fourteen ft. wide. A committee consisting 
of C. J. Brodine, O. H. Thorstenberg, Nels Mag- 
nuson and C. Frank was named to select the 
building site and supervise the construction of 
the parsonage. 

At the business meeting Feb. 17, 1870 a de- 
cision was made that the church grounds should 
be a plot of ground 165 ft. square, west of this 
plot to the west road the cemetary was staked 
out. The same width as the church grounds. A 
committee was named to survey and plot these 


grounds. Namely, Rev. A. W. Dahlsten, Johan 
Ekholm, C. J. Brodine, Lars M. Peterson and 
Olof Peterson. A committee was also selected 
to complete the subscription for the parsonage. 
Namely; August Sandberg, Lars Peterson, Cc 
E. Carlson, Johan M. Danielson, Johan Berg- 
quist and Jacob Malmgren. A sum of $225.19 
was collected from Salemsborg and the Fre- 
mont congregations. Twenty three dollars from 
the Fremont congregation was later returned 
to them. It is interesting to note that each and 
every one contributed according to their means, 
the sum from 10c up to $15.00, showing that all 
tried to do their part. 


At the annual meeting April 19 1871, a de- 
cision was made to increase the pastors salary. 
Each family give three bushels of wheat or 
something of equal value. The monetary dues 
to be the same as last year. $3.00 for man and 
wife. $2.00 for single man and $1.50 for un- 
married women. These decisions added to debt 
which was of much concern for the congrega- 
tion. The total debt of $150 was large for that 
time and serious discussion how it could be. 
liquidated, took up all the time at the annual 
meeting. The Deacons were instructed to solicit 
money for the debt and needed repairs. The 
donations were so generous that money was a- 
vailable for panels, and floor in the dugout 
church. 

The church and the work in Gods Kingdom 
becomes of secondary importance for many 
people, who place the things of this world first, 
seeking to change the teaching of our “Lord”. 

“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his 
righteousness and all things will be added unto 
you. This seemed to be the serious question at 
the annual meeting April 16th, 1872. When 
several members had neglected to do their part 
in supporting the work of the church. When 
such occasions arise decisions are often made 
which do not work out for the welfare of a 
congregation. At that time a decision was made 
to read the names of those who had done their 
part in supporting the work and also the names 
of those who for reasons other than sickness 
and poverty had neglected to do their part. 
This decision was rescinded at the next annual 
meeting. 

During the first four years many business 
meetings were held and the annual meetings 
sometimes postponed until the month of April. 
This was changed at the annual New Years 
business meeting in 1873, when the decision 
to hold the annual business meeting, on Mon- 


day following the first Sunday in January. 
This custom is still being followed at this time. 

At the meeting in 1873, the Pastors salary 
was set at $500., and one Sunday offering. This 
was the first time in Salemsborg, that the Pas- 


’ tors salary was set at a fixed sum. In 1873 


Salemsborg had 600 members of which 300 
were commucant members. The old sod church 
was now too small and the need for a larger 
church was the question for the congregation. 

From the minutes of a special meeting held 
June 13, 1873, we read concerning the building 
of the second church. By a unanimous vote a 
decision was made to build a new church of 
lumber 60 ft. long and 35 ft. wide and 16 ft. 
high with four windows on each side. A sub- 
scription was taken at that meeting amounting 
to $1,645. Three extra congregational meetings 
were held during 1873, to plan for the new 
church. 

At the annual meeting Jan. 5th, 1874, the 
building committee consisting of Rev. A. W. 
Dahlsten, C. J. Brodine, M. L. Peterson, O. H. 
Thorstenberg, S. A. Gustafson, Johan Chellan- 
der and J. W. Peterson. Lars M. Thelander was 


named supervisor for the stone quarry and J. 
W. Peterson was elected treasurer for the 
building fund. Several firms submitted blue 
prints and bids for the construction work for 
the building. Nels Magnuson received the con- 
tract for the foundation work. The firm of 
Norstrom and Anderson of Lindsborg held the 
contract for the building at a cost of $459. The 
Pulpit, Altar, and benches were used from the 
first church. The work progressed rapidly and 
on Thanksgiving Day 1874 special services were 
held in the new church. The congregation now 
owned a new church, parsonage 160 acres of 
land, with an indebtecness of $500. The total 
members was 602 of which 338 were confirmed 
members. 

Until in January of 1875 the area belonging 
to Salemsborg consisted of some 170 sq. miles. 
Namely from three miles east of Assaria to two 
miles west of Falun and from seven miles 
north to three miles south of the church, this in 
part was necessary due to economic conditions 
of the pioneer people. 

At the annual meeting Jan. 18, 1875 a mess- 
age from the Southeast district read by C. H. 
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Thorstenberg asking permission to organize a 
new congregation at Assaria. In regard to the 
question raised by the Southeast District we 
read the following, “Since our Congregation in 
the present economic condition can barely sup- 
port our church and pastor it is our sincere 
wish and desire that the southeast district re- 
main a part of our congregation, and that the 
pastor conduct Sunday afternoon services in 
the southeast district and beyond the Smoky 
river as often as possible and that our mem- 
bers residing in that district avai] themselves 
of the services in the Salemsborg church”. 
The following decision was made thet neith- 
er our pastor or any pastor of the Augustana 
Synod be permitted to organize a congregation 
west of the smoky river in the southeast dis- 
trict. This decision was ignored by the people 
of that district and the Assaria congregation 
was organized Feb. 6, 1875. On May 6, 1875 the 
following message was sent to the Synodical 
meeting held in Vasa Goodhue Co. Minnesota. 
Our congregation has been informed that a 
large number of our members in the southeast 
district have organized a new congregation 
contrary to the plea and wishes of our congrega- 
tion, and that they plan on sending a dele- 
gation to the Synodical meeting requesting 
membership in the Augustana Synod. We sub- 
mit the following reasons for discouraging the 
organizing of the new congregation. 


1. That we as pioneering people need each 
others help in supporting a church and 
pastor. 

2. Being that the new church would be 
located only five miles from our church. 
Our congregation would extend only 2% 
or 3 miles from the church. 

3. Regarding the decision which our Synod 
made in 1870, concerning similar occasions 
we feel we are within our rights to pro- 
tect the organizing of the new church. 

4. As long as our church has room to spare 
we feel that a new congregation should 
not be organized within our boundries. 

5. Because of the need for pastors in our 
Synod is so great, we feel it unwise to 
organize unneeded congregations. We 
have always felt that a new congregation 
could be started east of the smoky river. 

Remarks: This new organization has not 

been started because of dissatisfaction with our 
pastor rather the contrary, the new church has 
asked that he might become their pastor. We 
recommended that further information con- 


cerning local conditions be supplied by our 
Pastor. 

The Assaria congregation asked for admit- 
tance into the Augustana Synod at this meet- 
ing but were not accepted on account of the 
above message, at the synodical meeting. Pas- 
tors Erland Carlson and O. Olson were elected 
to study the conditions of the Salemsborg and 
Assaria congregations. The committee together 
with the board of Administration from the two 
churches met in the Liberty twp. school house 
Sept. 11, 1875. 

From the minutes kept at this important 
meeting which brought about a feeling of good 
will between the motherchurch and the daugh- 
ter church, we read the following: The meet- 
ing opened with scripture reading—Galatians 
chapter five and prayer by Pastor Erland Carl- 
son, after which he introduced the subject for 
discussion. Spoke of the sorrows caused by dis- 
sention within a congregation after which the 
following decision were unanimously adopted. 
That the members of both churches admit that 
they have sinned and erred in the handling of 
this congregational question. That the members 
of the new church through misunderstanding 
organized a congregation contrary to the de- 
cisions made at the annual meeting at Salems- 
borg. 

To bring about a feeling of good will between 
the motherchurch and the new church the 
following decisions were made: 

That the two churches shall be one parish 
served by the same Pastor. 

Both congregations contributing to his sup- 
port and the keeping of the parsonage which 
is to remain at Salemsborg. q 

When a pastor is to be called the boards of 
administration from both churches seek the 
name of a candidate to present to the congrega- 
tions. 

The meeting to be held at Salemsborg for the 
calling of a Pastor. 

That neither congregation accept members 
from each other who have been excommunica- 
ted or those through dissatisfaction leave their 
church. 

Neither congregation accept members from 
each other without common consent. 

Both congregations agree on the set time for 
church services. 


That all misunderstandings be forgiven. 

That we in Christian love and fellowship 
work together for the welfare of the Church 
and the people of the community. 


A freewill offering be taken in the Assaria 
congregation for the building fund for the 
Salemsborg church. 

That the above decision can be changed only 
- by common consent of both congregations and 
the above resolutions be ratified by both con- 
gregations, by unanimous vote this was done at 
Salemsborg Sept. 12, 1875 and at Assaria Sept. 
14, 1875. 

Salemsborg Sept 14, 1875 

Erland Carlson—O. Olson 
Committee 

In 1876 we find three congregations united 
into one parish, namely; Salemsborg, Assaria 
and Salina. The Pastors salary was raised to 
$900. of which Salemsborg paid $550. Assaria 
$250. and Salina $100. Rev. Dahlsten served 
the Assaria congregation until the early part 
of 1883, after which time Pastor A. M. Le-Veau 
from Salina served at Assaria. After the mis- 
understanding at the time of the organization 
of the Assaria congregation were righted there 
seemed to be a spirit of unity between the two 
congregations. A decision made in 1879 reads 
as follows; If the Assaria congregation is will- 
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ing to help finance the finishing of the par- 
sonage at Salemsborg, this congregation will 
repay all money to Assaria congregation when 
they build a parsonage. In 1880 one Sunday 
forenoon services was held at Assaria church 
each month. 

The original parsonage at Salemsborg con- 
sisted of four small rooms was deemed to 
small for the pastors family. In 1877 a decision 
was made to build an addition onto the north 
side of the house 16 ft. wide and 28 ft. long 
and one and one half stories high. A building 
committee of three members was elected. 
Namely; Sven Bengston, M. Falk, and J. P. 
Carlson. The work of building was done by 
donated labor. 

At this time 1877 we find the first decision 
regarding the planting of trees on the church 
property. That hedge shall be planted on all 
sides of the churchyard. One row of trees on 
the east side of the church and one row on 
the south, two trees per rod. The planting to be 
done this spring, and he who does the planting 
be responsible for keeping the rows clean and 
replace the trees which fail to grow for a 
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period of four years. Swen Bengston got the 
contract for planting the trees at 95c per rod. 
In 1880 Mr. Bengston also got the contract for 
planting hedge, walnut and box elder trees on 
the church ground. 

In the year 1881 the congregation was divid- 
ed into six districts, namely; Church district, 
Southeast, Northeast, Elm Creek, Northwest 
and Southwest districts. This plan is still being 
followed, we present a map showing the bound- 
aries of the various districts and the location of 
Salemsborg, Assaria Smolan, and Falun Chur- 
ches. Up to this time the deacons of the church 
had collected the membership dues, now it 
was delegated to the trustees, to gather the 
funds. This practice is still being followed. In 
the beginning the money was collected every 
two months and those who had not paid their 
share were visited in March, September, and 
December. Now the trustees collect the funds 
twice a year April lst and October Ist. In 
December the board of administration met to 
elect a committee to visit those who have not 
paid their dues. In 1881 the audited report of 
the financial treasure was incorporated in the 
sec’y minutes. The first auditors report follows; 
We the elected auditors have examined the 
treasurers account for 1880, and find the in- 
come to be $1,231.38 and the expenditure 
$1,168.01 leaving a balance of $63.37 and we 
find all accounts well kept. 

The same year a decision was made to build 
a tenants house on the church farm, the house 
to be 14 ft. wide and 22 ft. long. The young men 
of the congregation dug the cellar and set the 
stone foundation. J. P. Carlson dug the well 
and walled up the stone for $1.00 per foot. 

The out buildings were erected by the trust- 
ees and other members of the congregation in 
1882. The land was rented, the congregation 
was to receive one third of the crops and pay 
one third of the threshing expense. The follow- 
ing year the farm was rented for cash rent 
$1.50 per acre. John Holcomb rented the farm 
under a five year contract. In 1892 the barn 
on the church farm was built, 24 ft. long and 
18 ft. wide and 12 ft. high. 


At a special business meeting Oct. 2, 1882 a 
decision was made to try to clear up the con- 
gregation debt. S. Bengston and Johan Thors- 
tenberg were elected to visit all the homes in 
the congregation. The following decision was 
made that those who do not have cash when 
the committee visit their homes may put their 
names and the amount they will give on a list. 


However we feel that each and every one will 
do their best to help in this important work. 
The committee gathered $988.55. The goal was 
attained and the minutes of 1883 show that the 
congregation was without debt and in 1884 the 
congregation decided to loan out $300. 

In Nov. 1883 Pastor A. W. Dahlsten tendered 
his resignation to the congregation. This was 
contrary to the wishes of the people we see by 
the following; Because of Pastor Dahlsten res- 
ignation to the Deacons of the church which 
was read to the congregation Nov. 2. The chair- 
man C. J. Brodine asked the congregation to 
by standing vote express their wishes, whether 
to accept or decline the resignation. The ma- 
jority in favor of declining the resignation was 
so great that the number was not counted. 

Early in the history of the congregation we 
felt the importance of keeping the good old 
customs from the homeland in regard to that 
which might enhance the thoughts of worship 
among the pioneers. 

In 1882, we read: 

The Church bell shall ring at 8, 9, and 11 o’- 
clock in the forenoons on Sundays and Holi- 
days. 

On Saturdays and eves of special holidays at 
6 P. M. during the summer and at sundown 
during the winter months. 

Tolling of the bell at all funerals. 

In 1883 a decision was made that when serv- 
ices were held during week days the bell 
would ring one hour before and at the be- 
ginning of the worship hrs. Many other old 
customs were observed; Weddings, Baptisms 
were held in the Church. If possible funeral 
services were held Sundays before the regular 
services. 

With one exception the ringing of the bell 
follows the same order as the original, the 
9 o'clock ringing has been omitted. 

The bell was donated by the Young Peoples 
Society in 1881 and bears the following in- 
scription. 

On the one side; Evangelical Lutheran Con- 
gregation in Salemsborg orgénized in 1869 un- 
der U. S. Grants administrétion. This Bell is 
placed here during President J. Garfields and 
Governor J. P. St Johns term of office. Salems- 
borg Kansas. 1881 A. W. Dahlsten Pastor. 

On the other side the following words; “Come 
let us go up to the house of the Lord for the 
hour is coming in which all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice, and shall come for- 
th, they that have done good unto the resurrec- 


tion of life and they that have done evil unto 
the resurrection of damnation”. John 5 28-29. 

The bell was cast by the Clinton H. Meneely 
Bell Co. Troy New York 1881. 

The caretaker of the cemetary has been a 
problem many times as people have different 
ideas about caring for the family graves, and 
many of our departed members have no rel- 
atives near by who can come to our cemetery. 
In the year 1880 the first cemetery board was 
elected, namely O. Peterson, M. Falk and L. P. 
Nelson. At this meeting the south west \%4 
of the cemetery grounds was set aside for free 
graves and the south east part, which was 
not taken. Single grave space was sold for 
$1.00 per grave. The part set aside for free 
graves has since been sold as lots and we now 
have no free lots. The committee was instruc- 
ted to sell lots, give deeds, and collect all un- 
paid money. 

In 1881 a decision was made that one third 
of the money received should be used in car- 
ing for the cemetery, one third to be placed in 
a permanent fund for the same purpose and one 
third should go to the Congregation treasury. 
This devision of funds has since been changed, 
much to the loss in the keeping of the cemetery. 
The following changes have been made, that 
the cemetery board may call on members of 
Salemsborg to help in kepping the cemetery 
beautiful, at the annual business meeting in 
1909, it was decided that $1.00 per lot should 
be paid by each owner to the cemetery board 
and that help should be hired to keep the ceme- 
tery in order. Hope this will work out for the 
best that our cemetery may be kept beautiful. 
Before we leave the subject we quote the fol- 
lowing decision made in 1883, that no one who 
is not a member of our congregation may pur- 
chase a cemetery lot, but they may buy a single 
grave in the section designated for that purpose. 

Early in the history of our church the Con- 
gregation began to sell lots to those who wished 
to build a home near the church. In 1880 a lot 
south of the cemetery to L. A. Swedlund who 
had a home and blacksmith shop there. O. 
Peterson who was a teacher and janitor of our 
church built his home east of Swedlunds lot. 
The congregation made the mistake of not con- 
tinuing the sale of lots. Many who might have 
located close to our church were forced to move 
to Lindsborg or other surrounding towns. In 
1902 a decision was made to again sell lots and 
sixteen acres of the church farm was set aside 
for this purpose. That each lot contain one 


acre and no person be allowed to buy more 
than two lots that only members of our church 
be permitted to own lots and the price of the 
lots was set at $50 per lot. The lots were to be 
sold along the west road, four lots south from 
the cemetery and next four east of them. The 
streets to be 40 ft. wide and the trustees to 
take care of the funds and only the interest 
on same be used for congregational expenses. 

Olof Carlson who for many years was janitor 
at the Church bought two lots south of Carl 
Sandbergs house, which as the old Iwedlund 
property and built a nouse there. East of Carl- 
son, S. A. Hammer bought two lots and built 
a home there and retired from the farm. South 
of Olof Carlsons lots an acre lot was set aside 
for the Salemsborg Farmers Telephone Co. this 
lot to be used by said company as long as the 
central office was kept there. 

The secretary for the Telephone Co., is Abra- 
ham Thelander. He has contributed the follow- 
ing history of the company. The first telephone 
line came to Salemsborg from Salina and was 
erected by the Salina Telephone Co. Another 
line from Assaria to Salemsborg was also put 
up by the same Co. Those who desired connec- 
tions with these lines paid $15 per year, which 
seemed to expensive. Much discussion was 
held, some wished to erect private lines, and 
some thought that each school district should 
have its own telephone system. A public meet- 
ing was held at Salemsborg Nov. 30, 1904 when 
all who were interested were given the priv- 
ilege of expressing their opinion. The chair- 
man at the meeting was C. O. Kampe. Dec. 7, 
1904 a second meeting was held, when it was 
decided to organize “The Salemsborg Farmers 
Telephone Co., The next meeting was held 
Jan. 6, 1905 when it was decided to incorporate 
the Co. and build a central office in Salemsborg. 

A committee was elected to secure stock- 
holders and material was purchased to build 
lines. On April 18, 1905 the company began its 
telephone service with 132 stockholders and 
within a year the company had grown to Over 
200 members with free exchange to Assaria, 
Brookville, and Lindsborg. Each share of stock 
cost $34 and maintenance fee of three dollars 
per year. 

The first annual business meeting of the 
telephone Co. was held at Salemsborg Jan. 6, 
1906. Here it was decided to build the central 
house on the lot which the church had desig- 
nated for that purpose, the cost of the build- 
ing came to $1,000. In 1908 free exchange with 


as 


Bavaria was established, the company now has 
over 250 telephones. Has free exchange with 
the before mentioned companies with the 
exception of Lindsborg, Kansas. Car] F. Brod- 
ine and family have managed the central of- 
fice since the companies beginning. Mr. Brodine 
passed away Nov. 25, 1908. Mrs. Brodine and 
family have been in charge of the central since 
that time. 

The following have served as officers of the 
Co. 

C. ©. Kampe, President, 1904—1906. 

C. O. Larson, President, 1907. 

Ebbie Sundgren President, 1908—1909. 

C. A. Carlson, vice-president, 1907—1908. 

Carl E. Magnuson, vice-president, 1909. 

Abraham Thelander, Secretary, 1904—1909. 

A. W. Miller, Treasurer, 1904—1909. 

The following is a report of income for the 


Company. 

E31 Ie OEE RN: Ee ee $ 5,800.35 
ODS 2: .ccaidecipe iiiieie gins tees, sll, aia ted $ 3,412.06 
TOUT 7 Sco nos alan deedchwccaameees an ee. Manas $ 2,412.28 
bl ae ee ee Pe eos e e $ 1,932.48 


The Salemsborg Farmers Telephone is con- 
sidered one of the best rural Co. serving a 
large area of mostly people of Swedish descent 
and others living with in our area. An annual 
telephone picnic has been held in the Salems- 
borg park where speakers from near and far 
have appeared on the program. The first di- 
rectors of the Co. were J. A. Anderson C. O. 
Kampe, Abraham Thelander, S. V. Pihl, C. 
Lindstrom, Joseph Berquist, C. O. Larson, A. 
V. Nywick, C. E. Lagerstrom, Gus Ekwall and 
A. W. Miller. 

An elderly couple were known as blind Nel- 
sons, because Mr. Nelson had lost his eyesight. 
They had built a house on a lot belonging to 
the congregation. From the minutes of a meet- 
ing held in 1886 we read; A motion for a legal 
contract between the trustees of the church 
and Olof Nelson and wife was read and ac- 
cepted, under this contract the congregation 
promised to provide the necessities of life for 
the Nelsons and after their passing to come into 
possession of the home which they had built 
on the congregations lot. This house to be used 
only to house homeless, or destitute members 
of the congregation. One member in each dis- 
trict was named to see that Nelsons had what 
they needed in this life. Olof Nelson passed 
away July 15, 1891 and Mrs. Nelson Dec. 21, 
1895. The house was sold to Mrs. Carolina Brod- 
ine for $101 and moved to the J. A. Nelson 


farm one mile north of the church. 

In 1885 a decision was made to build a barn 
at the parsonage grounds, the barn to be 18 
ft. wide and 24 ft. high with a side shed 18 ft. 
long and 6 ft. high on the low side. From the 
minutes of a meeting held in 1886 we read the 
following; That a free will offering be taken 
for the barn. A committee consisting of Carl 
G. Lindholm, Lars M. Thelander, Gustaf Gab- 
rielson, C. Hallengren. Maria Olson and Peter 
Anderson was selected to receive this offering. 

From the minutes of 1886, we read; The con- 
gregation finds it necessary to cope with a 
Situation that has arisen within the congrega- 
tion for many years. A disagreeable custom has 
been practiced by some young people and 
even older people in coming to a place where 
a wedding is held, creating a disturbance 
through rowdy noises and drunkeness, paying 
no attention to the friendly warnings of the 
Pastor and Deacons and leading to worry and 
shame for our community. The following res- 
olutions were passed; 


As the congregation deem the above named 
habits as sinful and destructive to the com- 
munity, no person with honor and Christian 
bearing can partake in such gatherings. That 
it behoves parents and others in authority to 
discourage gatherings and the giving of intox- 
icating liquors. Among the people at such 
gatherings are illegal and the greatest cause 
for the disturbances and should not be allowed, 
That we use all means at our disposal to com- 
bat this evil. These resolutions were adopted 
by a standing vote. The resolutions resulted in 
ending the evil much to the happiness of the 
congregation and the Pastor. { 

Whensover all members of a congregation 
are not equally endowed with worldly goods, 
according to the words of our Lord “The rich 
and poor must live in the same community”, it 
seemed wise to place the members into dif- 
ferent classes as far as communicant dues are 
concerned so in 1886 a committee consisting of 
Rev. A. W. Dahlsten, J. A. Applequist, Johan 
G. Peterson, S. N. Hedquist and A. W. John- 
son was selected to present this list at the 
annual meeting in 1887. The report was pre- 
sented Jan. 3, 1887, but was tabled until the 
annual meeting Jan. 7, 1889 when the follow- 
ing decision was made. That the communi- 
cant dues be divided into three classes. The 
first classification is $7.00 for man and $5.00 
for woman or $12 for married couples. To this 
group belong all those who have received from 


God means and who out of love volunteer to 
belong to this class. The second group, $6.00 for 
man and $4.00 for woman, $10.00 for married 
couples, to this group belong all who are able 
and willing to contribute these amounts. 

The third group $4.00 for man and $3.00 for 
woman and $7.00 for married couples this in- 
cludes all who feel that they can not belong 
to the first two groups. 

The following resolutions are deemed neces- 
sary: 

That the membership dues be paid semi- 
annually. 

That those who out of poverty cannot con- 
tribute their share, shall present a written re- 
quest to be excused. 

The Board of Administration shall meet in 
December to receive all excuses and valid ex- 
cuse in evident to cancel the unpaid part of the 
dues. 

If anyone is in arrears for two years and has 
not asked for or received excuse from the 
Deacons, that person shall be considered lost to 
the congregation and excommunicated. 

That the trustees shall see and warn any- 
one at least two months before they are drop- 
ped from the membership roles. 

The membership classification for church 
dues continued until the annual meeting in 
1906 when the following dues were set $10.00 
man and wife. $5.00 for single men and $4.00 
for single women. 

On Nov. 17, 1887 a special congregationa! 
meeting was called to consider two sorrowful 
questions. The first Pastor who had served 
this congregation for so many years had pre- 
sented his resignation and declined to re-con- 
sider it. A minister Pastor J. Wickstrand from 
Swedona Illinois was unanimously called by a 
vote of 90 members. 

Several members from the southwest dis- 

trict presented the following request. 
“To the Board of Administration of the Salems- 
borg Lutheran Church we the undersigned 
members of Salemsborg respectfully request 
permission to leave this congregation and to- 
gether with other people organize a Swedish 
Lutheran Congregation in Falun, Kansas, 
Saline Co. 

Johan Englund. 

M. P. Neywick and family. 

August Forslund. 

Ellen Peterson. 

Johan A. Nordstrom. 

A. W. Lindell. 


Sven J. Anderson. 

Peter Forslund and wife. 

Sofia Lindstrom. 

L. J. Anderson. 

Amanda Anderson. 

P. A. Engdahl. 

Emma Englund. 

Johan E. Forslund and wife. 

Johan Peterson. 

J. A. Forslund. 

Emma Christina Nordstrom 

Lovisa Lindell. 

Frank A. Anderson. 

Peter Swanson Englund and family. 

C. G. Anderson and family. 

Carolina Anderson. 

Per Adolf Anderson. 

A decision was made to grant the request 
and that those members who were leaving 
were not to solicit members from the Salems- 
borg congregation. The Falun congregation was 
organized in 1888 and was the second daughter 
congregation from Salemsborg. No serious mis- 
understanding resulted and the two congrega- 
tions parted in peaceful and friendly spirits. 

The statistical report in 1888 reads: 


Salemsborg—Communicant members 529 
VOR) STOMA CIS oie hth aene ther Miners, cad 750 
Assaria—Communicant members 280 
TOLAS SMO@R DOT Sh aa tater ak A ctr BD arte he tt 530 
Falun—Communicant members 120 
‘FOtal ‘Mem bergh 2 ct he te Bi ee. 200 


Because Pastor Wikstrand had declined the 
call from the Salemsborg Congregation a spec- 
ial meeting was held Jan. 16, 1888 because of 
the uncertainty at this meeting no decision 
was reached, at an adjourned meeting held 
Jan. 29, 1888. Pastor C.» Wallen from Fremont 
Iowa was called by a unanimous vote. Pastor C. 
Wallen accepted the call and had his first ser- 
mon in Salemsborg May 19, 1888. : 

Rev. Dahlsten moved from Salemsborg to 
Georgetown, Colo. in the Spring of 1888. 

Thus we have passed through the early his- 
tory of the congregation and have seen the out- 
ward struggles and the growth of the church. 
This alone is not enough for a history of a con- 
gregation. One would like to look into the 
spiritual conditions, it is unfortunate that no 
minutes from the Board of Administration are 
available from that time. We have gathered 
these thoughts from the minutes of the Con- 
gregational secretary. We also have the pleas- 
ure of including a personal account of the 
Spiritual strivings during the early part of 


Pastor A. W. Dahlstens long term of service 
as the first Pastor of the Salemsborg Lutheran 
Congregation. 

A motion was carried to pay $40.00 per year 
to the custodian of the church and furthermore 
it shall be his duty with the help of the con- 
gregation to keep all dogs out of the Church. If 
any dog is found in Church it shall be the duty 
of the trustees to assist in getting the dog out. 

Another motion the following year the cus- 
todians salary be $40 per year with the same 
privilege as the preceding year. A voice form 
a congregational meeting “I move that we kill 
the committee and combine the money of the 
different treasuries.” Comment; The commit- 
tee in question was the building committee and 
the general fund of the congregation. A com- 
ment from the tract committee ‘Nothing on 
this side nothing on that, of nothing God 
created the earth.” That is the contents of the 
tract committee report at this time. When we 
look back at the year just past we find a great 
deal of lethargy in reading good books and 
spreading tracts. It is very likely that soon 
the collection plate will be used. It would be 
encouraging to see 25 and 50c contributions as 
the plate is passed. May the tract committee be 
supported and given something to do. 

Two debates were held at different times 
Resolved; That the common lawyer is a nui- 
sance. The affirmative side won. 

Resolved; ‘The grasshoppers has done greater 
damage than the lightning rod agent. The 
grasshoppers were considered to have done the 
least damage because they left after two years, 
That could not be said about the lightning rod 
agents. 


The following history of events occurred dur- 
the pastorate of Dr. Walleen during the vac- 
ancy due to Dr. Dahlstens resignation, Mr. C. J. 
Brodine conducted services for which he re- 
ceived an offering and $25.00 from the con- 
gregations treasury. The concern for Missions 
seems now to become vital to the congrega- 
tion. This is as it should be. At the annual 
meeting Jan. 7, 1889 it was decided to lift an 
offering in January and two additional offer- 
ings later in the year for missions. The dea- 
cons were given the responsibility of solicit- 
ing subscriptions for this holy cause. 

The pastoral report for the year 1890 con- 
tained the following exerpts from the treasur- 
ers report. The contribution to Missions; Con- 
ference Childrens Home $91.00; Utah Mission 
$39.20; Congregation in Los Angeles $15.08; 


Inner Missions $254.83. Total $400.11. 

Contributions to Missions and ways and 
means to raise and disburse them vary from 
year to year depending on conditions that are 
constantly changing. 

In 1900 Pastor Walleen was elected treasurer 
of the Mission funds, which office he held un- 
til 1908. 

From the pastoral report of 1901 we read the 
following; The undersigned was appointed by 
the board of administration to be responsible 
for the soliciting of funds according to the de- 
cision of the Conference. How successful this 
ingathering was this report will reveal. Praise 
be to God that the Spirit of Missions is very 
much alive in Salemsborg. A sincere thanks to 
all who contributed $442.89 to this worthy 
cause. In 1909 the Pastor with an assistant 
treasurer were elected to serve as treasurers of 
the Mission Fund. According to the present 
rules, part of the money for Missions shall be 
taken out of the general fund, the remainder 
to be raised by festivals, offerings, or contribu- 
tions. Mission contributions for 1908 were sug- 
gested by the Synod and Conference to be 
$1.03 per Communicant member. 

At a special congregational meeting in 1889, 
a committee was elected to investigate and re- 
port on needed repairs on the Church building. 
Members of this committee were: Pastor C. 
Wallen, S. N. Hedquist, L. A. Larson, W. B. 
Bengtson and N. O. Carlson. A special meet- 
ing was held September 12th 1889.. After the 
Committee’s report the following conclusions 
were reached. 


a. That some minor repairs be made and in 
three years a new Church be built. That money 
for building of new church be given by yearly 
subscriptions, thus avoiding the more costly 
way of building on credit. 

b. That subscriptions be free will. 

c. That subscriptions be made in five yearly 
payments. 

d. That the first installment be made be- 
fore the first of next March and the following 
payments be made before March lst yearly. 

e. That Pastor C. Walleen and C. J. Brod- 
ine solicit subscriptions to be in hand at next 
annual meeting. : 

f. That anyone not able to pay cash be al- 
lowed to give a note not to run more than three 
years at a rate of 6 per cent interest. 

According to the year 1890 report from the 
subscription committee that the sum of $9645 
has been subscribed. At this annual meeting 


it was decided that Pastor Walleen, C. J. Brod- 
ine, the trustees and one man from each 
church district constitute a committee, to han- 
dle the subscribed money as it was paid. This 
committee was to be held responsible for any 
and all money paid in, one for all and all for 
one. The committee was given authority to 
use said money to the best advantage in the 
building program without any suggestions from 
the congregation. 

At the 1892 annual meeting it was decided 
the subscription committee shou!'d not be held 
responsible for money lost through bank fail- 
ures. It was decided to go ahead and contact 
contractors for the building of the Congrega- 
tions third church. The subscription committee 
continued its work until Oct. 1892. On the 
third of October a special meeting was called. 
The announcement for this meeting reads as 
follows: “All members of the Salemsborg 
Evangelical Lutheran Congregation are here- 
by called to attend a special meeting at the 
Church Monday, Oct. 17th at 10:00 A.M. to 
discuss the following matters. 


1. When to start the actual building. 

2. How and where shall it be built. 

3. What material to be used in the build- 
ing. 

4. Blueprints, specifications, etc. 

5. Shall the work be let on contract or 
shall carpenters be hired. 

6. Any other matters deemed necessary 
discuss. 

Respectfully C. D. Hultman, Sec’y. 
The svecial meeting was held on the above 
date. The following decisions were reached. 

1. That the report of the subscription com- 
mittee be received and studied item by 
item. 

BA That in the name of our Lord, a new 
church be built next year. A voice vote 
was taken but it was decided to take a 
standinz vote. The decision was 78 for 
and 14 against. The minority wished to 
postpone building for two years. 

3. That the church be built after the old 
plan 84 in favor and 2 against. 

4. That the Church be built of wood. 

5. That the church front face toward the 
east. 48 yes—27 no. 

6. That the Church be built in the center 
of the plot east and west, the same dis- 
tances from north, and south boundries. 

7. That the dmensions be 80 by 50 ft. with 
twenty foot walls in Gothic style. 


8. That a balcony be built on three sides, 
two thirds of the length of the Church. 

9. That three large windows be placed in 
the front of the Church, one in the tow- 
er and one on each side of it. The num- 
ber of other windows required be left 
to the decision of the architect. 

10. That light colored window glass be used. 

11. That there be one large door in front 
and one on each side wall subject to the 
architects approval. 

12. That the dimensions of the tower be 16 

by 16 feet extending 8 ft. out from the 
main building. 

13. That the Church floor slope forward so 
that all may see. 

14. That the Church be plastered on the in- 
side. 

15. That the organ be placed on one side 
and the pulpit on the other side of the 
altar. 

16. That a basement be placed under the 
entire building six feet over and six 
feet under ground. 

17. That the stone for the Church be taken 
from the Smoky Hills. 

18. That the members of the congregation 
do all the digging and hauling for the 
building. 

19. That the old Church be moved when the 
building committee finds it necessary 
so that preparations can be made as soon 
as possible. 

20. That the building be let on contract, the 
cost not to exceed $10,000 when the 
basement walls are laid and the exterior 
is finished. : 

21. The following were elected members of 
the building committee: Pastor C. Wal- 
leen, A. P. Ryden, A. F. Ryding, W. O. 
Bengston, C. O. Hultman’ Erik Boh- 
lund, C. F. Lagestrom, Hans Larson, L. 
J. Larson, S. A. Miller, Mels Beck, A. 
Martinson, Gust Malmgren, Robert N. 
Johnson, Ed. Nelson, C. A. Carlson, J. A. 
Nelson N. O. Carlson, and Henry Han- 
son. The executive committee of the 
building committee to be composed of 
Pastor Wallen, chairman; C. O. Hutl- 

man, vice chairman; Robert N. Johnson, 

Sec’y; and W. O. Bengston, Treasurer. 

In the report of the building committee Jan. 

2, 1893 we find the following suggestions for 
changes in the Church biulding. 

Some changes in the congregations decisions 
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The Spire Church 


seem necessary and can be made without de- 
viating from the original plan. That the gable 
that have been planned on the roof for the 
large windows be eliminated because of the 
_ecost of nearly $500. These windows can still 
be of sufficient size. 

That laying level floor from back to front 
would also save considerable money. The con- 
tractor considers this unnecessary because the 
Chancel will be three feet higher than the sanc- 
tuary floor. If any further changes will be 
necessary the balconies on the sides may be 
taken away and if in the future it would be 
deemed necessary they could be installed. A 
cost estimate of $7614 was made by E. G. Peter- 
son. A cost estimate of $550 for laying of the 
basement walls. The total sum in $8164. Sand 
may be had at Lindsborg for 50c per load and 
stone from S. A. Holt for 10 or 15c per load. 
Promises of labor and hauling have been re- 
ceived. 

Salemsborg Dec. 29, 1892 by building com- 
mittee C. Walleen—Chairman. The Congrega- 
tion accepted the changes suggested by the 
committee, regarding windows, floors and bal- 
conies. The corner stone for the new Church 
was laid May 3, 1893. Dr. Erland Carlson con- 
ducted the ceremonies before a large assembly. 
The following articles were placed in the cor- 
ner stone; Copies of Augustana (organ of Sy- 
nod), Childrens Friend, and Olive Leaf (Child- 
rens papers), the Synod and Conference min- 
utes for 1892 the Constitution of the Congrega- 
tion, History written by A. W. Dahlsten, Sta- 
tistics by C. Walleen during his pastorate, the 
following political papers were included; Nya 
Hemlandet, and Republican Journal. The fol- 
lowing pictures were included; Pastor A. W. 
Dahlsten and wife, Pastor C. Walleen and wife, 
pictures of the building committee members 
and various coins, etc. 

The church was built during the summer of 
1893. At a special meeting of the congregation 
held Nov. 16, 1893, the following decisions were 
reached. 

1. That a committee be appointed to secure 

hymn boards. 

2. That the old church be torn down and all 
usable material be used to finish the base- 
ment in the new church, any remaining 
material to be sold at public auction. 

3. That a committee be appointed to level 
the grounds around the church and lay 
sidewalk in front. 


4. That the basement be divided into two 
rooms, installing a fioor and ceiling in the 
east room. 

5. That the walls of the east room of the 
basement be plastered. 


The building committee’s, Sec’y and Treas. 
for 1894 hereby submit a full report concerning 
the building. Of their efforts, their sacrifices, 
and victories, we hereby render these reports 
Dey eawdble 


Secretary’s Report: 


Honorable Chairman and Congregation, dur- 
ing the time this committee has been active, 
twenty three meetings and many minor meet- 
ings have been held. We have tried to the best 
of our ability to carry out the wishes of the 
congregation. Two contracts have been let for 
the work, the first laying of the basement walls 
to L. J. Holmgren for $550. The second for 
building and completion of the church _ to 
Crawford and Breeze for the sum of $7412. 
Both of these contracts have been completed 
satisfactorily. I hereby wish to mention that 
the committee had accepted Peter Colsets bid 
for the building but a few days later the sad 
news came that he had died. This created a 
great difficulty but with God’s help this was 
overcome. Three vacancies on the committee 
have arisen but have been filled. G. N. Beck 
resigned and Gustaf Anderson was appointed 
in his place. A. Martinson died and G. Sweed- 
lund was appointed. W. O. Bengston left the 
community. He was not only a committee mem- 
ber but also its esteemed treasurer. S. A. Mill- 
er was appointed to fill his place. Andrew 
Johnson of the southeast district was also made 
a member. The building committee has had 
much work and many worries but also much 
joy and support. The biggest worry has been 
the collection of money because of the hard 
times which still concern us but even in this 
we have reason for Thanksgiving to God and 
the congregation members. Our success had 
been better than we had hoped for. It has been 
everything has been done in love and unity. 
The committee members have as a whole been 
encouraging that at all meetings of planning 
united in viewpoint. Unity gives strength. This 
has lightened the common burden considerably. 
The following will show this labor and sacrifice 
through out the year. 


CHURCH DISTRICT: 
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Interior — Spire Church 


NORTH EAST DISTRICT: 


TANS TALS ie we men eT as 57 days 

CE a a a Ri ats 83 days 
ELM CREEK DISTRICT: 

ion S Al sore ea ee eS 86 days 

LDU RITES 8 een et teeenoeiate 45 days 
NORTH Whol. UlslLRICT: 

FTO Sala O is meee es ake Lone 37 days 

OVE OU EG Yee | aA Soper sted eral atcha ai 40% days 
SOUTH# WES DISTRICT: 

TYR ERULS ATO ete ee etre eo free 5316 days 

J BVENEYSUGY AT hehehe tile eggellartartaids 3612 days 
SOUTH EAST DESTRICT: 

EES SPL DO Ee ee ee re ore 67 days 

CANO Na a soca I 9 AE Le cena chat nian seis 68 days 


DONATION NOT LISTED: 
Bx DIStRiCi: mans labore. 44... cays 
HAWN ce ee (GAYS 
Salemsborg, Kansas, Jan. 8, 1894. 
Respectfully, Robert N. Johnson, 
Sec’y of the building Committee. 
Treasurers Report: 
Honorable chairman and members of the 
congregation, the following is the building 
committee’s report from 1890 to 1894. 


Receipts: 
SMUG UPD EIOV Sa cage so! cages Meee hems scescene ten $ 7,495.00 
GMI Oe CI en ce acd ae eee ee et a 400.00 
Gold pant Or tOWGE: 2oi5c.tdeoeis: pus eatkes 41.85 
Frisee painting in Church ......s-..:.-.=. 198.50 
Confirmation Class for window ........ 111.40 
Sunday School Children for 

Aa CLOW aes es, oe een ee nea 100.00 
Gy Je SOGEEDErS sWANGOW) 2 = ees 75.00 
WO] Benegtson, window, .......<-22.4.. 50.00 
F. O. Ostenberg, window ................-... 25.00 
Vins Se Ae OS Gy Will) COW ee ee 25.00 
Sma ligeni Gren DULp tems eee eee 50.00 
Bg hasy af aksy ineeeel were es ne ees ee 485.00 
STEWiO iO TAT 12) Spr se oe a 50.49 
Olof Nelson, cash in place of work .... 25.00 
LB Noyo Me Auton Aree ea eee 2.10 
P. W. Swenson, cash in place of 

STUNTS Kae Se eBe ie veal ee NE Sa tes ee 10.00 
Jacob Malmgren, cash in place of 

Nh Od eee ye a eae. 5.00 
Anders Swedberg, cash in place of 

UY OT liao oc occ oe te 5.00 
Chas. Gustafson, cash in place of 

SA OIG Ka seca ccs ace La 5.00 
Kansasp ltmlber © One ee ees 2.00 
Savings through changes made in 

rae ETS EI SR a ene OE Se TE : 20.00 
IMS UTaAnCOu meee ee ee ee 6.50 
Borroweda mone ya. eae 1,525.09 


Lumbery sold’ ..ccasheat a: Ae) St Wee 10.85 


$ 10696.41 
Disbursements: 
Work and material ...0... =. $ 963.48 
Crawiord satid "Breeze?! 27"_ 2 Sar 8,164.64 
Miscellancous eee eee 1,383.58 
Total Wsiursements eis. ee Oe sass od OSU Al 
Balsqinal Reasury. aches nee 184.70 
Total. 8 Rae esr ees sas ee S 10,696.41 
Resources outstanding: 
Subscriptions not collected ................ $ 2,245.00 
Notes? for lumber. solid nile 216.40 
TYh TPS fo aGsdesetanerenccc aovesies te eee 184.70 
Total diesources: |..2enin. ee $ 2,646.10 
Borrowed money ......... a Pee ee $ 1,525.00 
Due to A. W. Krause for furnace ........ 300.00 
Totaly debian, senna ek Pee $ 1,825.00 
Resources over and above debt ............ 821.10 


Respectfully, S. A. Miller, Treas. 

The pews were purchased by the young peo- 
ple organization for $567.28. Installation of the 
pews cost $17.10. Chairs were purchased for 
$21.65. The gas lights were installed. by the 
Dorcas Society which also supplies oil for the 
same. The contract with Crawford and Breeze 
which was accepted May 15th was completed 
and accepted Oct. 30th. The congregation held 
its first service in the new Temple in Novem- 
ber 1893. It is 88 feet long, 50 feet wide and 39 
feet floor to ceiling at the highest point. The 
tower is 152 feet high. The Temple is well 
built, beautiful and impressive. It was dedica- 
ted with much festivity to God’s service on 
Oct. 2, 1898 by the Conference President Pastor 
C. Walleen. A large crowd was present. The 
Church was at this time free of debt. The total 
cost was $17,000. Evers member of the con- 
gregation, from the gray haired man or wom- 
an to the child of six, has worked willingly. 
This working together can work miracles 
through faith in our Lord Jesus. All such con- 
gregations shall receive God’s richest bless- 
ings. 

In the Spring of 1885 an organ society was 
formed. From the minutes of 1886 the Salems- 
borg Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Organ So- 
ciety reports, Honored congregation, according 
to the society’s rules, I hereby submit the 
following: The society was organized last 
Spring with the congregations approval. Its 
function is to raise money for a pipe organ 


when a new church is built. It has had two 
meetings during the year and plans to give 
concerts and accept free will offerings to in- 
crease our fund which now stands at $232. The 
society’s treasurer is Otto Carlson. The funds 
shall be handled by the treasurer of the con- 
gregation who will be responsible for the loan- 
of the organizations money. A. W. Dahlsten, 
Chairman, Jan. 11, 1886. 

The following is a resume of the society’s 
finances from 1886 to 1893. 


1886. 2332-...0.:3 3 ee ee eee $232.00 
1880.22.50: ..2-:. eee ee no report 
I88S> oes. Ae ee $686.12 
B89) fe. ate geet ee ee $768.59__...-.. 
1890 | 2.28 ee $908.72 
1891. ope eS A... ae eee ee $1,056.74 
1 Rt ya RNS SAME ner sR! $1,178.03 
10! SRRann eee i ON Reb ABB $1,373.17 


The organ was purchased from the Jacobson 
Pipe Organ Co., Chester Illinois. It was install- 
ed in 1894. The total cost was $1800. 

Pastor’s report for 1895 contained the follow- 
ing: The organ society has reached its goal by 
placing a pipe organ in the designed place. It 
cost $1800. There is still a deficit before the 
beautiful instrument is fully paid for. The 
congregation owes these men sincere thanks 
for the success of this undertaking. The society 
functioned for a number of years following 
1893. The treasurer during the entire duration 
was Otto Carlson. Due to the society’s efforts, 
it was possible to install a pipe organ at the 
completion of the Church. The organ pumping 
was done at first by the trustees. They decided 
among themselves who should have charge 
each month. They had the privilege of asking 
for help from the members of the congregation 
and if refused they were fined 50 cents. The 
names of persons asked to serve were kept in 
a list. Later one person from each district was 
appointed as organ pumper. These had the 
same privilege of asking for help. In 1905, 12 
persons were elected to serve as organ pumpers 
for Sunday School and Worship services. They 
served a month each. This rule has been fol- 
lowed since that time. At the annual meet- 
ing of 1909 the following were elected: 


January 2S A ee ee Carl] Bengtson 
February i4-.-uinear ee ee C. A. Carlson 
March 4.245. es eee Bengt Johnson 
Aprile...) 2 Matts Johnson 
LL | i eC ree Joseph Malmgren 
Br gt a nee cole Abrahem Thelander 
AC, we eee Se le S. M. Carlson 


PLU BUST ieee cn war ey een ee P. A. Newman 


POD E i5s ons panatekebeneie Carl Swedberg 
8a 2) oh A NR eee 2 |S Gustaf Ryding 
NoVeMmUE? (nce ee William Lindblom 
BECOME ie C. A. Dahlsten 


It had been the intention to dedicate the 
Church in 1894 but due to the fact that some 
pledges were unpaid because of crop failures 
and other adverse circumstances it seemed im- 
possible to do so. The Church was dedicated in 
1898. 


From the 1899 Pastorial report we find the 
following: On Oct. 2, 1898 our beautiful new 
debt free Church was dedicated by the Synods 
President Dr. P. J. Sward. Attaining this goal 
has been accomplished through great sacri- 
fice and concentrated effort. As usual, some 
persons more closely related to the work than 
others have carried the heavier load but all 
have been willing to serve to the best of their 
abilities. The Lord be praised for His grace 
and help through it all. It is encouraging that 
Christian love can accomplish such great tasks 
in Gods Kingdom without compulsion or praise. 
May the Lord reward you who have been so 
faithful in this undertaking. The congregation 
wishes to extend a sincere thanks to all. For 
the dedication the girls society had placed an 
altar painting by W. O. Grafstrom in the sanc- 
tuary. 

Pastoral Report of 1893. On Mar. 31st, 1892 
a devastating tornado visited the Salemsborg 
Smolan Communities. This community has had 
hail, storm and tornadoes in former years but 
this storm of March 31, made a number of our 
people homeless and destitute of life necessi- 
ties. Christian generosity showed itself with 
help to these people. Committee was appointed 
to do this work. $633.10 was collected and dis- 
tributed to the needy ones. In the same year, 
the Lord let blow a Spiritual Pentacostal wind 
over the community and many received Grace 
at the Cross of Jesus. We report from the 
previous Pastoral report: “The Spiritula Pen- 
tacostal wind has blown over the community 
and few are the souls who have not been deep- 
ly moved by God’s Grace. When we realize that 
one soul is more precious in the sight of God 
than the whole world, we have reason to be 
thankful for the Grace that God has shown to 
us. We pray that all who have been moved by 
God’s Grace may continue in His service and 
that those who were called but resisted, may 
also be won for His Kingdom. A number of 
people that confessed that they had found 


Peace in God have now fallen away, and have 
been overcome by sin. May God through His 
Grace be merciful to these dearly bought souls 
that they may again be freed from the bonds 
of sin. How salutary it is when the Lord sends 
His Pentacostal winds over the congregation 
but how sad to see that some fall by the way- 
side and consequently move farther away from 
His Grace. 

In the year 1894 it was decided to use the 
new Homeland song book for the Sunday 
School, evening services and prayer meetings. 
This book was used through the following year 
until the Sunday School bought the Sunday 
School book. For Sunday evenings, prayer 
meetings and organzations the Homeland song 
book and Hymnal was used. In 1904 the new 
version of the Bible, the Psalm Book and the 
new catechism was introduced. 


In 1894 on April 30th some members voiced 
their dissatisfaction concerning the building of 
the new Church and consequently have started 
agitation and work for a Church in Smolan. 
We find this recorded in the Synodical minutes 
“It has become known to the congregation that 
the persons dissatified with the new Church 
have organized their own congregation three 
miles from this Church, therefore be it re- 
solved; That our congregation deplore this 
action of our former members to start a new 
congregation dividing the membership. Be- 
cause of the Synod understanding of the stiua- 
tion, this division cannot be recognized. (Sy- 
nodical Minutes No. 187, page 30). That the 
congregation, lovingly counsel these persons 
to cease in their attitude for division and re- 
turn to the congregations fellowship. That the 
congregation when and if the need arises, 
build a house in a suitable place in north or 
Elm Creek districts for the purpose of holding 
Prayer Meetings or Parochial School. That the 
congregation, according to the Conference rec- 
ommendations, appoint a committee to study 
this problem. The congregation believes that it 
should have a voice in this matter and conse- 
quently it would call on the Synodical Presi- 
dent Pastor P. J. Sward to be a member of 
this committee and that the Conference chair- 
man be notified of this choice. The congregation 
deplores the action of Bethany College in per- 
mitting its students to conduct services in 
Smolan before the above differences have 
been resolved”. 

From the 1895 Pastoral Report we find this: 
Some troublesome experiences have arisen dur- 


ing the year, namely that some members have 


had misunderstandings with one another caus- 


ing disunity. This is deplorable and should not 
appear in a Christian Congregation. May we 
all heed these admonitions. “Love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself’ and do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you”. Practice Spiri- 
tual love toward one another in order that 
God’s Peace may abide. Enmity corrodes and 
destroys the peaceul settlement of any differ- 
ences that have arisen. Dear members of 
Salemsborg. May God sustain you in this time 
of testing that now confronts you. There was a 
discussion at the Conference concerning the 
acceptance of the congregation in Smolan that 
had been organized by dissatisfied members of 
Salemsborg. At this meeting the undersigned 
was attacked for not preaching the Word of 
God or giving its members Spiritual guidance, 
therefore I have become very uncertain as to 
the wisdom of my staying on, whether it is 
wise to surrender to attacks coming from out- 
side the congregation. I have put my case be- 
fore God and hope that by His help I shall 
find the solution and not stand in the way of 
any that He might send. In this matter I will 
abide by God’s decision. May His will be done. 


At an extra meeting March 11, 1895 the 
Smolan Congregation requests again came be- 
fore the appointed committee. Minutes from 
this meeting read as follows: The meeting open- 
ed by song and Devotions by the chairman 
Pastor Walleen. He, then submitted the ques- 
tion concerning the Smolan Congregation’s re- 
quests and greeted J. Wickstrand, Dr. G. A. 
Brandell and Pastors M. Nord and J. A. Hem- 
borg and welcomed everyone present. The 
meeting was then declared open for business. 
The following agreement was reached: That 
all visiting Pastors be made advisory members, 
that the members present from the Smolan 
congregation be advisory members. That the 
petition from the Smolan Congregation be dis- 
cussed item by item. That all documents, pe- 
titions, and reports concerning the Smolan is- 
sue be read. The following motions which 
were accepted in to constituted and answer 
to the above petition. They had been submitted 
to the Salemsborg Board of Administration. 
The Congregation agrees with the Conference 
that these former members in handling these 
matters are guilty without legitimate reason 
and, hereby, have caused much sorrow and 
worry. The congregation is convinced that the 
Smolan Congregation has been organized in 


contradiction to the congregations constitution 
and the Synod’s opinion. That the Congrega- 
tion is in full agreement with the Conference 
that the Smolan Congregation cannot be ad- 
mitted into membership in the Conference or 
Synod. That the congregation, again invites 
these former members to return to fellowship. 
That the congregation will as, here to for, 
promise that the Word of God will be preach- 
ed to all members and Spiritual Guidance will 
be given. That all documents, petitions and 
reports concerning the Smolan case be spread 
on the minutes of the congregation. The meet- 
ing was adjourned with prayer by Pastor Nord. 
Cy Wallet! G2... See eee Chairman 
C:. On ftulthian::23 5 See eee Sec’y 

Approved by N. P. Frost, Car] Sandberg, A. 
P. Ryden. 

At different times committees were appoint- 
ed to contact the members of the newly organ- 
ized congregation asking them to return to 
Salemsborg. The last committee to be appoint- 
ed to this task consisted of the following mem- 
bers: N. O. Carlson, Gustaf Anderson, and J. R. 
Anderson. The differences between the two 
congregations were resolved in 1902. 


From the 1903 Pastoral report we find the 
following: Since April 1903 regular services 
have been held in Smolan every other Sunday 
afternoon. These services have been well at- 
tended by our members who live near to 
Smolan. At the Kansas Conference meeting 
held at Friends Home in May we find the fol- 
lowing: At this meeting it was decided that 
the Smolan Congregation be received into the 
Conference with the following stipulations, 
that the Smolan Church be an annex to Salems- 
borg until the Conference decides otherwise. 
This arrangement was recommended by the 
Salemsborg Board of Administration. When 
this Conference ruling was agreed upon the 
Smolan Congregation, the two Church Boards 
met in joint session to arrange services until 
the end of the current year. The Smolan Con- 
gregation asked for one Sunday morning serv- 
ice during the last quarter of the year, from 
then on one evening service once a month. The 
Smolan Congregation rented the Free Mission 
Church in Smolan for one year. All services 
have been held in that Church for a period 
of time. According to the chairman’s report of 
the Smolan Congregation, the following re- 
quests were made of Salemsborg. That they 
granted two Sunday morning serivces and one 
afternoon service each month for the current 


year. We sincerely hope that all differences 
have been peacefully settled and that a grac- 
ious God will bless all of our work for his 
Kingdom. 

In 1890 C. Walleen tendered his resignation. 
In his Pastoral report we find his reasons. He 
says “I have felt that there is a certain amount 
of cool and careless attitude prevailing”. After 
many sleepless nights and troublesome nights 
and troublesome days I feel it best that I re- 
sign. I feel that for the good of the congregation 
a change of Pastors is necessary and for this 
reason I fee] justified in my action. The Board 
of Administration refused to accept my resig- 
nation and asked that it be withdrawn. It was 
very difficult for me to be certain if it was 
Gods will that I stay. I felt it unwise to not 
honor the request of the board that I with- 
draw my resignation. May God be gracious to 
me while I am permitted to work until the time 
when the heavy burdens will be lifted. Nearly 
half of my time as a Pastor has been spent in 
Salemsborg. During this time God has gracios- 
ly blessed the congregation. I believe that a 
man with more modern methods would be of 
greater value to the Congregation. May Gods 
will be done. 

In 1895 it was decided to lay out a three acre 
park south of the parsonage and east of the 
church barns. The trustees and Nels Johnson 
were appointed to do this work. In 1897 the 
first park committee of six members was elec- 
ted, one from each district of the congregation. 
Church District J. A. Applequist South west; 
L. J. Larson, South East; Eric Hanson, North 
West; Israel Johnson, North East: A. P. Ryden, 
Elm Creek; C. O. Magnuson. The same number 
of members has served on this committee since 
1897. Their term of office being three years, 
two members are elected each year to fill the 
vacancy created by the two whose term ex- 
pires. 

It was decided in 1898 that <1] the trees in 
the park and around the parsonege and church 
be cared for by this committee. The park is a 
beautiful and convenient place for picnics and 
festivities. In 1905 a band stand was erected 
in the park. In 1898 the following resolutions 
were adopted concerning the Bethany College 
debt, that the congregation make a concerted 
effort to raise its allotted quota. This amount- 
ed to $1400 or $3.50 per member. A committee 
of twleve was elected to solicit funds, two 
from each district of the Church. 

Church District Anton Dahl, J. A. Applequist 


South east Anders Johnson, Henry Hanson 
North east K. J. Knutsen, S. N. Hedquist 
Elm Creek C. W. Larson, Gustaf Holmquist 
North east C. A. Carlson, A. J. Sweedlund 
South east Andrew Ryding, S. Broman 


N. O. Carlson was elected treasurer. 

That this ingathering with the understand- 
ing that if the school debt is not paid in full 
the donors shall nave the privilege of having 
their money refunded. That: the treasurer pay 
this money when the Board of Administration 
so recommended. That: this money be kept in 
the Farmers National Bank, Salina. 

In 1899 the board recommended that the 
money be paid to J. O. Sundstrom, Lindsborg, 
Kansas. A sum of $1,215.50 was turned over to 
him for which a receipt of payment was given 
by him. In his annual report of 1901 the Pas- 
tor heartily endorsed the payment of this debt 
to Bethany College. 

Our congregation is now free of debt but 
there is still much work to be done. Our Col- 
leges are still not free of debt because all the 
congregations have not met their quotas, even 
Salemsborg failed to raise its entire quota. It 
will be necessary to discuss these matters at 
this meeting. 

The deficit for Bethany College and the Con- 
gregation’s quota were fully met in 1904. The 
report substatiates this in the following. “The 
difficult assignment that the congregation gave 
S. A. Miller and the undersigned to solicit sub- 
scriptions for the payment of the quota for old 
school debts seemed hopeless at times but with 
diligent work by the committees, help from the 
Board of Deacons and many of the congrega- 
tions members, the goal was reached as the 
report will show. The congregation gave the 
committee a rising vote of thanks for their 
work. 

In 1903 minutes point out that on account 
of Bethany College's stand in supporting comp- 
etition with other schools in the game of foot- 
ball, it is resolved that the congregation is 
convinced that football is sinful and detrimen- 
tul to the building of Christian character for 
this reason the congregation will withdraw 
its support of the College. On account of this 
resolution the congregation became indebted 
to Bethany College for the sum of $400. This 
decision caused a great deal of friction be- 
tween the congregation and the College. 

From the Pastoral report of 1904 we find the 
following: The committee that was elected to 
solicit funds in order to wipe out this debt 


has this to report. The congregation must now 
endeavor to pay this money owing the col- 
lege. I am critized and villafied on many oc- 
casions by those who say that I cannot or will 
not be an honest and conscientous servant of 
the congregation. I am unable to bear this un- 
just criticism longer and beg of the congrega- 
tion that the load be lifted from my shoulders. 

In 1905, the resolution was rescinded be- 
cause the College had decided not to play foot- 
ball. A subscription for Bethany in 1906 a- 
mounted to $1,087.80. The above sum _ was 
raised with the understanding that the congre- 
gations obligations were now paid in full, how- 
ever, this was a misunderstanding so when 
further support was asked a great amount of ill 
feeling prevailed. In 1908, again a drive was 
made to wipe out the old debt. Some over $200 
was subscribed. A committee was appointed 
to meet with a Conference committee and with 
the above amount of money, try to work out a 
compromise between the congregation and the 
College. This effort resulted in failure. 

At a meeting held at Lindsborg in 1909, the 
Conference Committee recommended a com- 
promise between the Congregation and Beth- 
any College. It is hoped that these delibera- 
tions may resolve the differences. This is ab- 
solutely necessary in order to establish Christ- 
ian fellowship between the contending parties. 

At the Board of Administration meeting Dec. 
28th, 1904, it was recommended to the Congre- 
gation that a monument be placed on the grave 
of Mr. C. J. Brodine. At the annual meeting 
in 1905 the congregation voted to do this. The 
Trustees were elected to solicit funds for this 
purpose and arrange to procure the monument 
to be unvieled July 16, 1905, ten years after Mr. 
Brodine’s blessed departure from this life. The 
Committee was instructed to call a meeting to 
determine what type of monument should be 
erected and all contributions to this fund would 
have a vote in this matter. The Committee will 
seek to raise $500, not only in Salemsborg Con- 
gregation but also in the surrounding Churches. 
The matter to be made known through the 
newspaper. 

At the annual meeting in 1906 the Commit- 
tee submitted the following report for C. J. 
Brodine’s memorial income. 


Salemsborg ere Behrend $ 262.00 
pe Le) eg eA ea eR I AB or 17.50 
Winds DOr cyeree oe Meee ee eee eee 14.60 
ITEC ON tamer ae he cots eee ee ee 22.50 
Ip Wolo BYE Ah Re gee eee ee ee eres: 25.00 
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To August Johnson, Kansas City Monuments 
Co. 


Monument, corner posts, etc. .........-.-.---..-- $376.00 
Cement ‘and ‘otherszexpenses....._..152.2- 10.00 
ge 2) ee Sane NTT Lae ee Re $386.00 
In” Treasury. 2.25 eee ee ee. $4.90 


This report was accepted and the congrega- 
tion extends a heavy thanks to all who have 
contributed. The momument was unvieled on 
the tenth anniversary of C. J. Brodine’s death. 
A large number of people were present, all Sa- 
lina District Pastors, some McPherson District 
Pastors and C. J. Brodine’s son Dr. P. J. Brod- 
ine from Orion Illinois. The festivities started 
with the unveiling of the monument by Hanna 
Nelson, grand daughter of Mr. Brodine. 


In the Swedish Newspaper ‘“Hemlandet” dat- 
ed July 25, 1895, Dr. C. A. Swenson gives a 
short history of C. J. Brodine’s life work. He 
also tells of his death and funeral. He says in 
his article “Our Synod has always had lay 
preachers from the very beginning, some were 
ordained, others gave up their work and again 
others became chronic trouble makers, but to- 
day in all meekness, I humble place a simple 
memory wreath on the bier of possibly the most 
exemplory lay preacher in our Augustana Sy- 
nod. At his funeral a few hours ago, he was 
called an Evangelist, Deacon, Honorable Car] 
Johan Brodine. First settled in Andover Illi- 
nois and later in Salemsborg, Kansas. After a 
lingering illness, he was called to his Heavenly 
Home and today, was followed to his last earth- 
ly resting place by a large number of relatives, 
eight Pastors, a sorrowing Congregation and 
many friends from the surrounding area and 
towns. How many have said since last Wednes- 
day when the news of his death became known 
that there was only one such lay Preacher and 
possibly only one Deacon of his caliber in our 
entire Synod. Mr. Brodine was a farmer and 
carpenter and worked very hard. In this re- 
spect he was only one among thousands that 
had similar work to do. However, it was his 
work as a Christian and advisor in Christian 
Evangelism and as an advocate of peaceful 
settlement in all matters that made his life a 


blessing to this area. The departed was a be- 
loved friend to all in both Spiritual and Church 
matters. He will be long remembered by all 
who knew him. I can see without effort his 
erect, stalwart Nordic figure with his open 
book. He spoke with freshness and acolorful 
voice, bearing an expression. His hearers im- 
mediately, sensed the power of his natural 
gifts and his sincere and honest convictions. 
Richness of experience as a Christian, showed 
in his overflowing Testimony of good and hon- 
est convictions. He never seemed to exhaust 
the store of knowledge of his subject. People 
always enjoyed listening to him. He lived in 
Kansas for 26 years. He might well have con- 
tinued for another quarter of a Century and 
not get too old, so it seemed. Of how ordained 
Pastors can more be said”. One reason for his 
great influence was his humility. For forty 
years he had served as Deacon but, neverthe- 
less, he did not consider himself a Pope. He 
advanced in age, wisdom and grace, learning 
to know his own limitations which keep alive 
the humility of the Spirit. He did not consider 
himself a wise man but others recognized him 
as such. He did not seek prominent positions 
but received them nevertheless. He was not one 
of these wise no-it-all’s that critized everything, 
especially the Pastors. He was his Pastor’s true 
friend and defender, his trusty helper in all 
matters. This cause him to be a man of God in 
the community, much liked and necessary. He 
was always cheerful and hopefull. He had many 
trials and sorrows but seemingly God did not 
feed him on a vinegar diet. Until the very last 
he maintained this happy, trusting spirit. He 
was a man of hope that knew the best was yet 
to come. 

Salemsborg is beautifully located. Plentiful 
rains and summer warmth had made every- 
thing green. The long funeral procession was 
arranged by the honorable marshall or master 
of ceremonies. Pastor and Professor J. E. Flor- 
een C. Walleen. Pastor of Salemsborg headed 
the procession, then two Pastors J. Wickstrand 
and E. M. Erickson followed by other Pastors, 
then the flower bedecked casket born by the 
‘Salemsborg Deacons, the mourners and a very 
arge number of people. Pastor Walleen read a 
touching poem that he had composed, before 
the committment. Following this the choir sang 
“O How Still” then everyone went back into 
the church where Professon Krans of Bethany 
played the organ. The Church was beautifully 
decorated for the service which, from begin- 


ning to end, reflected a refreshing holiday 
spirit of hope and victory. Pastor Wickstrand 
spoke in his original manner, on the passage 
from Job 28: 6-7. “A redeemed soul is a gem 
for Heaven”. Look up the text dear reader. 
The choir sang an appropriate song and then 
Pastor Erickson spoke on the subject “A Good 
Deacon”. What could be a more appropriate 
service. Pastor Erickson had a good knowledge 
subject concerning the departed forty years of 
of human nature and he made us realize that 
there are good and bad Deacons even among 
our own. A song was sung after which the 
undersigned spoke in English. His text was 
from Revelations 14:13. The points brought out 
were: 1. There are two types of people among 
us. 2. The believers are saved not only in this 
life but after death. 3. Death transfers the be- 
liever to eternal rest. 4. Their work lives and 
follows after them. Pastor Walleen then gave 
the obituary, first he read a letter of condolence 
from Pastor A. W. Dahlsten, who because of 
temporary illness could not be present. He 
and the departed had been friends and co- 
workers for many years. This letter made a 
deep impression on the congregation. Then fol- 
lowed the condolence resolutions from the Sal- 
emsborg Board of Administration. According to 
the obituary Mr. Brodine was born in Vigstad 
Smolan November 1, 1821. He came to America 
in 1853, settling in Andover, Llinois. He moved 
to Salemsborg, Kansas in 1869. He was twice 
married. His only living child by the first 
marriage is Pastor P. J. Brodine of Holdrege 
Nebraska. For many years he was the Nebras- 
ka Conference chairman. Four children and 
twenty nine grand children of his second mar- 
riage are alive. Mr. Brodine was one of Seller- 
gren’s spiritual children. The first meeting of 
the men of the Salemsborg community was 
held in Mr. Brodines house when the congrega- 
tion was organized. He was called on many 
times to preach the word of God in our Kansas 
Congregations. A lingering kidney ailment 
caused the venerable old gentleman’s death. 
The Choir sang his most beloved song “In The 
Sweet By and By”. After the benediction at 
two o’clock the festive funeral came to an end. 
May he rest in peace in God’s green arce. 
Memories of him will not fade for a long time. 
I have in this way set forth the accomplishment 
of this honorable man. This tribute to lay 
preachers and deacons is not only to give honor 
where honor is due but is to give an example 
that others may follow. Our Church needs faith- 


ful, sacrificing, loyal and competent layman as 
well as Pastors in its work. —C. A. Swenson. 

On the 13th of December 1905 Pastor C. Wall- 
een again tendered his resignation to the 
Board of Administration. This matter was pre- 
sented to the annual meeting in 1906. The res- 
ignation was not accepted. In the Pastoral re- 
port for 1906 the following reasons for taking 
this step were given by Pastor Walleen. As you 
all know on the 13th day of December 1 ten- 
dered my resignation to the Board of Adminis- 
tration with the intention of terminating my 
service by April Ist this year. I did this with 
uncertanity and doubt after long and careful 
consideration. The bonds between my heart 
and the Salemsborgs members are very strong 
but all feelings must give way for the good of 
Gods Kingdom. On account of my advancing 
years and my long years of work in this con- 
gregation, I have come to the conclusion that 
a change of teachers is needed. May the Lord 
lead us in this matter to the congregations true 
benefit. I have had its welfare in mind entire- 
ly in taking this step. May the Lord so lead us 
that the congregation may find a Shephard af- 
ter its own heart. 

At a special congregational meeting held 
April 23, 1906 it was decided to build a new 
parsonage. 

The following conclusions were reached: That 
the congregation build a new parsonage this 
year. That a committee of ten be appointed to 
solicit funds and also to serve as a building 
committee. That the following members be 
elected. Pastor C. Waileen, W. O. Bengston, 
Carl E. Lagerstrom, C. A. Carlson, J. A. Nelson, 
C. O. Larson, F. O. Nelson, Fred Ryding, Olof 
Gustafson, and A. P. Ryden. That the cost not 
exceed $2000. That all usable material from the 
old parsonage be utilized. That the members of 
the congregation wreck the old building and 
do the hauling for the new one. That the new 
parsonage shall not be started until the cost of 
the same shall be collected in cash or notes. 
The house was built during the summer of 1906 
at an approximate cost of $3000. 


The Pastoral report of 1907 relates that the 
newly built parsonage is a beautiful testimony 
to the congregation unity and love for its 
churchly home and it will prove a blessing and 
joy in the future. I was agreeably surprised 
when I learned that the entire cost of the 
building solicited in a few days. The men re- 
sponsible for this work are worthy of praise. 
Palmquist Brothers did a good job and are also 


to be praised. The congregation now owns a 
well planned parsonage and may the Lords 
great Grace rest upon it that it may be a home 
for Jesus messenger and at all times be a great 
blessing to the people of Salemsborg. 

Pastor C. Walleen tendered his resignation to 
the Board of Administration to be effective 
May 15, 1908. He had at this time served the 
congregation for a period of twenty years. The 
last Pastoral report consists of a fond farewell 
to the congregation and shows the tenderness 
that he has for the members. It is given here in 
full. 

Dear and honored congregation: “Wait on 
the Lord, Be of good Courage, Wait, I say on 
the Lord” Psalms 27—14. With these words of 
God fom the Kingly singer David. This is a 
very important day for each one of us as a 
congregation. Another year has passed, a year 
of many difficult experiences for many of the 
members and the congregation as a whole. An 
unusual number have been called by the Lords 
messenger of death and have had to surrender 


Second Parsonage 


their dear ones with deep sorrow and bleeding 
hearts. The congregation, as a whole has lost 
faithful and dedicated men and feels this loss 
keenly. We should not sorrow as those who 
have no hope but in the midst of our loss we 
thank God of this we are assured has brought 
home many and possibly all that have been 
called from among us. Our goal is Heaven and 
the congregations goal is to prepare for it. We 
should therefor be thankful for the service they 
have given while in our midst, and pray God 
that we may be more faithful for the short 
time that remains for us in the work. “Trust 
in God and be not afraid”. These words of 
admonition we wish to extend to all the homes 
that have during the past year, had to surren- 
der some of their dear ones. Trust in God and 
he will comfort you. “Wait on the Lord and be 
year has been difficult. The farmers crops have 
not afraid. Even in Temporal matter the past 
not been as abundant as expected but have 
been very meager. However the Lord has given 
us sufficient so that no one need suffer. We 


still have the word of God and the Holy Sac- 
rament and in that we own all that we need 
for life when we are God fearing people. This 
can save our souls. What fruit the word of God 
has brougght only the Lord knows. He has giv- 
en us the promise that His Word shall not be 
fruitless. God grant that the will be fulfilled. 
It is, too, evident that many members do not 
attend services or come to communion. I have 
searched for the cause of this negligence. Have 
my sermons failed to interest to cause indiffer- 
ence to gain a foot hold? I mention this now 
that it might be helpful to my successor be- 
cause only he to whom the Lord has chosen to 
reveal the knowledge of salvation, can under- 
stand the suffering that follows when one feels 
that his labor has been in vain. Empty church 
pews have been the nails in more than one 
Pastors coffin. May the Lord save us for using 
such nails. The work for God’s Kingdom has 
shown progress and the congregation’s quota 
has been full, filled, however we must say that 
many who, heretofor, have given to Missions, 
have failed to do so this year. This should not 
be the case for the blessing comes from God and 
he has the right to receive from all for the great 
missionary work of saving souls. Heartening 
examples worthy of following have been seen 
this year however. When God called Mrs. Frost 
her children contributed $50 to missions. Mrs. 
Applequist was also a cheerful giver, I received 
$69 that she had designated before she died to 
be used for Christian work. Little Bertha Carl- 
son donated her savings of $4 to missions. Ex- 
amples like these give joy and are worthy of 
copying. May God give us more of the right 
spirit. Childrens schools havve been held in 
two school houses with good teachers but the 
attendance has not been gratifying, especially 
so in the Otto Carlson school house. The reason 
for this, to some extent, was that some of the 
children that had been counted on to attend 
were sent to other congregation’s schools. The 
love of our own church should not allow this. 
The Board of Administration, the Church 
Council, and the Congregation have worked in 
unity even this year which is heartening. We 
hope and pray that this may continue. The 
Church Council was called upon to follow one 
of its members to the grave. C. O. Magnuson 
was appointed to fill the vacancy until this 
years annual meeting. Many important matters 
will come before this meeting. May God lead 
us in everything to His honor and the welfare 
of the congregation. This, being the last time 


that I have the honor and privilege to present 
the work done in the past year, there would 
be many things to say. The past twenty years 
have been filled with many things. The majori- 
ty of the pioneers have died and their ashes 
rest in the quiet congregation near by. The re- 
maining pioneers are old and grey. A new 
generation has come to the front to carry for- 
ward the work. My prayer for you, children 
of these pioneers, is that you may follow in 
your parents foot steps and God will bless you. 
At last a hearty thank you for all the love and 
good will toward me and my family. Thanks al- 
so for the help that you have given us. I have 
sought the congregation’s welfare, regradless of 
my many short comings. I have given it the 
best of my life. What remains is the feeble, 
shadowy path of old age but even in this I will 
wait on the Lord. His Grace has been sufficient 
and shall continue to be. With sincere humility 
Yours in the Lord. —Carl Walleen. 

Pastor Walleen preached his farewell sermon 
on May 17, 1908. Immediately thereafter he 
moved to Lindsborg, Kansas where he had 
built a home for his retirement. 

We have now concluded the congregations 
second stage. We have received a comprehen- 
sive report concerning its Spiritual life during 
this time from the Pastoral reports that have 
been sighted. We wish, however, to add some 
comments from other Pastoral reports. We 
regret that the services have not always been 
well attended. Bad weather has caused many 
to stay away from the meetings. In some in- 
stances it was intimated that the parents were 
not interested in their childrens spiritual wel- 
fare. The distance from the church and other 
miner matters kept the children from coming 
to Sunday School. Drinking and dancing have 
led many to a sinful way of living. The re- 
ports also have a brighter side. We also realize 
that God’s family lives in a sinful and dang- 
erous world where believers in Jesus exper- 
ience many temptations. How good it is to 
trust in the Lord and rest on the Rock of Jesus 
in whom we find rest despite the storms of 
earth. Soon we will be in our eternal home 
where we will rest secure. 

At the annual meeting in 1908 the following 
decisions were arrived at: That we make prepa- 
rations for the congregations fortieth anniver- 
sary. That a committee be elected to present 
recommendations for this occasion. That this 
committee report to the congregation at a 
special meeting, at which a Pastoral call will 


be made. That the church board members con- 
stitute this committee. At the special meeting 
held on February 4th, 1908 it was decided to 
celebrate the 40th anniversary in 1909 and in 
connection with this to publish a memory al- 
bum. ‘“Minnes Album” The Deacons were elec- 
ted to supervise the editing of this book. 


On February 4, 1908 the congregation unani- 
mously submitted a call to Pastor E. P. Karl- 
een. He states “After prayerful and careful 
consideration God led me to accept this call. 
My first sermon was delivered May 31, 1908 
and in the Smolan congregation, on the after- 
noon of the same day. A special meeting was 
held on December 12, for the purpose of dis- 
cussing the redecorating of the Church for the 
fortieth anniversary. A committee was elected 
to solicit funds for this work. The members 
of this committee consisted of Pastor Karleen, 
J. A. Anderson, Car] E. Magnuson, Carl Swen- 
son, John Ostenberg, S. M. Carlson, and Fred 
Ryding. It secured $1850 in three days time. A 
report was given by the committee’s treasurer 
at the annual meeting of 1909. 

“Dear Congregation, the subscription com- 
mittee that was elected to solicit funds for the 
redecorating of the church in preparation for 
the fortieth anniversary reports the following: 


Income From subscriptions ............... $1844 
Disbursements: 
Lindsborg Hardware, Seed and Implement 
Co., for repairs on heating system ............ $79.40 
Wilmarth and Zerbe, Salina, Kansas for re- 
inforcitig’ the “Church. $728.75 
To the same firm for plans and specifications 
atid eae Work oe ae ee $47.50 
Total expenditures 20 $855.65 
Remaining in treasury {2 $988.35 
Outstanding subscriptions .......... $ 10.00 


Respectfully J. A. Anderson 

The money will be used to the best advan- 
tage to the strengthening and beautifying the 
Church for the fortieth anniversary. A com- 
mittee appointed to supervise this work consi- 
sted of Pastor Karleen, Fred Ryding, and Carl 
Magnuson. 

From the Pastoral report of 1909 we sight 
the following: Seven months have now passed 
since the Lord put the Shepherds Staff into 
my hands among you. The time has passed 
quickly. The congregations condition inwardly 
and outwardly, has shown progress. We have 
sought for unity with one another and fellow- 
ship with God. The Temporal needs of the con- 
gregation will be shown in the different re- 


ports. The Lord is the judge of our Spiritual 
growth. The case rests with God and he is 
our helper. In God’s congregation we find cause 
for both joy and sorrow. In this world there 
must be a constant change. In whatever con- 
dition we find ourselves this will contribute 
to our spiritual growth. I have made as many 
Pastoral visits as I have been able to. However 
there are many homes that I have not visited 
but I will do so as soon as possible. The con- 
gregations statistics are as follows: Communi- 
cant members 410. Total membership 576. We 
have reason to rejoice in this matter. The busi- 
ness that confronts us today is of vital interest. 
Everything concerning God’s Kingdom is vital. 
May the Lord give us wisdom and grace to 
surrender to His will concerning the matters 
that need solution. Respectfully Your Pastor. 
E. P. Karleen, Salemsborg, Jan. 4, 1909. 


Our congregation is now forty years old. The 
great festivities that will be held during the 
month of September will surely be reason for 
thanksgiving and joy. We place our trusting 
hands in the well proven hands of God. As 
we progress toward the goal, His goodness and 
care during past days stand as a witness to His 
steadfastness under unknown spans of time. 
God be praised for everything. To Him alone 
belongs the honor for time and eternity. In 
songs of praise we pour out our hearts. 


Gracious Shepherd one thing I ask 
Guide and lead me, guide and lead me al- 
ways You. 
So that I always walk to meet you 
Until I rest in Thy care 
Gracious Shepherd, one thing I ask 
Guide and lead me, guide and lead- me al- 
ways You. 
Hemlands Songen 443 verse 7 
Pastor E. P. Karleen 


Pastor E. P. Karleen by Dr. E. P. Olson 


When Salemsborg together with Smolan, call- 
ed Pastor Karleen to be their teacher they 
made a good choice. He is in the prime of life 
and has great ability for work, a clear voice and 
is agreeable in every respect. His sermons are 
sincere and Spiritual. His love of God and deep 
concern for the salvation of souls is always evi- 
dent. He strives that all may continue in the 
way of rightousness. He stresses the import- 
ance of personal commitments to God. He often 
visits the homes of his parishoners and is a. 
warm friend of the children and youth. He 
was born in Wanga Tuna congregation in Kal- 


mar province Sweden Oct. 15, 1871. He arrived 
in America in 1886 together with his parents 
and sisters. His parents were Anders Magnus 
Peterson and his wife Anna Elizabeth whose 
- maiden name was Neklauson. The family set- 
tled in Oakland Nebraska but moved to Sharon 
Springs, Kansas n 1891. He attended public 
school, received a teacher’s certificate and serv- 
ed as a teacher. In the spring of 1896 he en- 
rolled at Bethany College from which he grad- 
uated in the spring of 1900. In the fall he enter- 
ed the Theological Seminary at Rock Island. 
He completed his seminary education in the 
spring of 1903. At the Synodical meeting at 
Paxton, Illinois he was ordained into the min- 
istry. He was called to Mount Pleasant and 
West Burlington, Iowa where he served the two 
congregations. In 1906 the Iowa Mission Board 
called him to serve at Sioux City, Iowa, where 
he conducted missionary work among the Scan- 
dinavian residents. On November 15th of the 
same year he organized the Immanuel Congre- 
gation in the west part of the city. This con- 
gregation together with his mission work at 
Morning Side, Sioux City constituted his work 
at the time that he received the call from Sal- 
emsborg and moved there in 1908. Pastor Kar- 
leen was married June 24, 1903 to Miss Helen 
Elizabeth Peterson of Freemont, Nebraska. She 
has been a great help to him in his work by her 
modest friendly attitude toward everyone. She 
has had a good influence on all around her. 
Their home has been blessed with three child- 
ren, Conrad Emanuel, Florence Elizabeth and 
Philip Edward. May God bless our dear neigh- 
bor, Pastor Karleen and family and his con- 
gregations in Salemsborg and Smolan. 
Greetings from Dr. A. W. Dahlsten: 


Here with is sent a greeting to the Salems- 
borg Lutheran Congregation on her 40th an- 
niversary from her first Pastor. Upon request 
first will be a short history of my past life and 
activity. Early in my childhood I learned to 
know and love my Dear Saviour and came to a 
personal fellowship with him so that I could 
rejoice in the forgiveness of sins. After a few 
years of study I managed a_ congregational 
school in one of the large churches. For many 
years and afterward attended the Fjellstedt 
school in Stockholm. From the swedish Luth- 
eran Minsters in America came a request for 
Christian students to be sent to America, upon 
recommendation of Dr. Fjellstedt and at his 
expense I came to America in 1859 and was 
welcomed by Pastor Erland Carlson, after 


studying theology for two years in Springfield 
and Chicago I was ordained into the Holy 
Ministry in Galesburg in 1861, upon call to the 
congregation in Rockford where I served for 
three years, and was called to Galesburg where 
I remained unto 1869 when I came to Salems- 
burg, Kansas. 

During the summer of 1868 upon my recom- 
mendation many of our people from Galesburg 
and Swedona organized a company to go to Sa- 
lina and McPherson counties in Kansas. In the 
Fall of 1869 I was sent on a Missionary tour 
through Nebraska and Kansas and organized 
the Congregations in Salemsborg and Freemont. 
The same Fall I was called to be the pastor of 
these two congregations. I accepted the call 
and moved to Salemsborg in 1869, remained at 
Salemsborg until in May 1888. During that time 
the membership had grown from 16 to about 
650. I helped organize seven public school dis- 
tricts, one young peoples society of 175 mem- 
bers and one school for singing. 

In the eastern part of the Salemsborg Con- 
gregation the Assaria Church was organized, 
which remained under the care of the Salems- 
borg Pastor for many years, this was possible 
only because of the faithful Deacon and Lay 
Preacher C. J. Brodine who was always a will- 
ing helper to his Pastor and the Congregation 
were always glad to listen to him. 

Concerning the Spiritual Life and its develop- 
ment during this time I wish to present the 
following: Almost all the first members of 
Salemsborg had been members of our Augus- 
tana Churches in Knox and Henry Counties, 
Ill., and were all well versed in the order of 
services and the use of the sacraments. Our 
Sunday forenoon Divine Services were well at- 
tended from the beginning, even though many 
had to walk long distances to the Church. Our 
Sunday afternoon or evening devotional serv- 
ices were held in vaious places within the Con- 
gregation. During the Fall months of the year 
we conducted religious examinations among 
the children and young people in each District. 
Mr. Otto Peterson was hired as a permanent 
swedish school teacher. Our prayer and dis- 
cussion meetings during the Fall and Winter 
time were lively and interesting and brought 
much blessing to our people. The meetings were 
held almost every evening, Gods Spirit work- 
ed mightly for a couple of years in the hearts 
of many. 

Soon we began to have Mission meetings with 
the Lindsborg and Freemont Congregations. 


Sermons and discussions became so interesting 
that these meetings sometimes continued far 
into the night. Dr. O. Olson never tired, it was 
a blessed time up to the factional division con- 
cerning the Waldenstrom teachings, but even 
this question passed by Salemsborg but was 
more evident in the Lindsborg Community. 
There were no serious controversies during my 
time in Salemsborg, therefor it was difficult to 
sever my associations with the Congregation, 
but because of health conditions it became 
necessary to do so. It was a great joy to me 
that the Congregation was so fortunate in get- 
ting my successor so soon after my resignation. 
Even though it has been a long time since, we 
left Salemsborg, I still feel sort of a Fathers 
Love and concern for the Congregation, and 
rejoice in her progress and wish for her every 
Blessing and success at this 40th year Anniver- 
sary. May God bless and mercifully keep the 
three sisters in the faith namely; Salemsborg, 
Fremont, and Lindsborg whch were organized 
during the same year. 

Respectfully, 

The Congregations first Pastor, A. W. Dahlsten 


Greetings from Pastor Carl Walleen: 


I have been asked that in this Salemsborg 
Congregations 40th anniversary book to write 
something of my experience during my twenty 
years as its Pastor. Of the experiences concern- 
ing my own person I shall not mention as it 
can lead to no good thing and might only harm 
some one. 


I came from the Fremont congregation in 
Iowa to Salemsborg, Kansas, May 15, 1888. The 
change was rather strange as the church and 
parsonage here were primitive so for the phy- 
sical man it seemed evident that we were at a 
disadvantage. The decision to move here was 
made after much prayer and the assurance of 
Gods will, therefore we did not regret our 
moving here. The greatest difficult was that 
the Church was too small and was literally 
packed with people. It was so hard to speak 
that my chest and voice gave out. The Congre- 
gation sensed the need for a new and better 
church which resulted in building the present 
church in 1893. The parsonage was remodeled 
in 1890 and was kept until in 1906 when the 
present parsonage was built. I worked for two 
years trying to get the congregation to estab- 
lish a park which I am sure we all agree was a 
worth while labor. During the twenty years 
much was accomplished in what is now the 


valuable property of the Congregation. The 
most wonderful thing was that such a beautiful 
church could be built during the worst econ- 
omic conditions in the history of the congrega- 
tion. Most of our members had debts and were 
in danger of losing their homes. 


With unity and zeal the congregation work- 
ed and sacrificed together that we might have 
a Temple of God, built without debt, this was 
one of the most beautiful experiences in the 
congregations history. All strength was used, 
each one had something to do and all fulfilled 
their part with honor. The young men furnish- 
ed the benches, the young ladies bought car- 
pets, light fixtures and altar linens. The wom- 
ens society installed the gas lights. The Sunday 
School and Confirmation class had their part 
to do, they gathered money during a period of 
six years for an altar and pulpit. It was with 
rejoicing when one fine Sunday morning we 
bid farewell to the old Church and entered the 
new Temple. The Spiritual regard was not so 
peaceful in the beginning, some of the young 
folks led by older people were so restless and 
mischievous that strict measures had to be 
inforced. 

In the Spring of 1892, we found a Spirit of 
Grace over the congregation, during six weeks 
had services every evening and it seemed that 
all, both young and old would give their hearts 
to God. With sorrow we find some who then 
confessed their desire to belong to God who 
have returned to wordly things, many remain- 
ed faithful, some are gone to the heavenly 
home, some are loyal members in other Con- 
gregations and some remain here to make up 
the core of this Congregation. May God: keep 
them until they reach the eternal home. 

This visitation of God places an entirely new 
stamp upon the congregation, those who Sstay- 
ed away and were not touched by Gods hand 
lost their influence and retired from the work. 
People were glad and sang praises to God, 
there was light within and around the church, 
regardless how dark the night. We found that 
God has power to recreate the hearts of men. 
The congregation was spared spiritual partisan 
differences and all who belonged to God were 
of one spirit. 

The Deacons and Trustees worked together 
in unity and concord ,all members of the Con- 
gregation were in harmony so very few un- 
pleasant situations arose. 


The Band the oldest organization of its kind 
among all the churches in the Conference 


brought much happiness to our Congregation. 
The young people as a rule were good and 
worked for the welfare of the congregation. 
The women society worked in unity. It glad- 
dens my heart to write that the entire congre- 
gation young and old showed respect for the 
word of God and their pastor in mutual love 
and trust. 

The last years of my ministry in Salemsborg 
were calm and peaceful, almost too calm, every- 
thing was so quiet and still, that one asked 
what God meant. The clearest proof of Gods 
acknowledgement of us was in his presence in 
the many homes where death entered in and 
the power of Gods word was manifested in the 
souls of men in the house of death. Many of 
the Congregations dear members have been 
called home during the twenty years and have 
been’ gathered into Gods Heaven. This is the 
congregations goal, the goal for which Jesus 
came, taught, suffered, died and rose again. 
May this goal ever stand before the Congrega- 
tion that not many of its dear members go as- 
tray and be lost. 

This is my sincere wish and prayer. This test- 
imony must be given of the Salemsborg Congre- 
gation, that they value their Pastor and will 
follow his advice for all good work. May God 
always graciously and richly bless Salemsborg 
and her three daughter congregations; Assaria, 
Falun and Smolan, that all may be saved. Raise 
the banner and go forward in Gods Strength. 
This is my wish. —Carl Wallen 


Greetings from Pastor J. A. Frost: 

How short the time seems when you look 
upon the years that have passed. Even a long 
time span of 40 years seem like a dream, and 
one might ask the question have we really liv- 
ed through that time? Even as short ; as’ 1t 
seems it has been exceedingly important, it has 
embraced more than one persons average life- 
time and how important is each persons life. 
Each second of a persons life has a special sig- 
nificance in the light of eternity, how many 
rich occasions are contained in a span of 40 
years for an individual person, and even more 
so for a Congregation when it comes to bear- 
ing fruit for eternity. How easily we see Our 
faults and mistakes when we take time to look 
back over the time that has flown and how 
we wish we could relive the past and if possi- 
ble to live it better. What person is satisfied 
with his life when it appears in the light of 
eternity and what congregation can say when 


looking back on a 40 year history that as a 
servant of God she has done everything possi- 
ble to bring sou!s to the heavenly glory. The 
Salemsborg Congregation has one special rea- 
son for thanking God at this 40th anniversary 
that he has given faithful Shepherds during 
these years. 


Dr. A. W. Dahlsten labored faithfully during 
the pioneer days as the congregation founder, 
under sacrifice and poverty yet always satis- 
fied and happy. I remember well the dugout 
church where during rainy weather one had 
to place loose boards within the altar ring to 
keep from standing in several inches of water 
when conducting services. But even under such 
conditions the Lord was present and blessed 
His word and the people were more faithful in 
attendance, even though they either walked on 
foot to the church or rode behind oxen. As a 
member of the first Confirmation class in the 
dugout church, at which altar I pledged my 
Confirmation vows to God and for the first 
time kneeled to receive the true body and 
blood of Christ, therefore the memory of the 
simple church is dearer to me than the most 
beautiful temple. 

At the side of Dr. Dahlsten stood the faith- 
ful tireless and gifted preacher C. J. Brodine, 
loved and respected by all. During the pastors 
absence which was quite often he preached to 
the full satisfaction of the congregation. My 
Sainted father nad Brodine had from the be- 
ginning a strong bond of friendship which last- 
ed until they were separated by death. Now 
they are reunited and both have received their 
reward for faithful service in the Kingdom of 
God. 

My father was the first to begin the Sunday 
School work in the west part of the congrega- 
tion and served as Deacon until the time of his 
death. How sincerely beautiful were these early 
days when simplicity, modesty, love and fear of 
God were the markec characteristics among 
the majority of the people. How different it 
became as people prospered in wordly goods 
then covetousness, vanity, jealousy and self 
satisfaction came among the people. What was 
accomplished for the Kingdom of God during 
the days of poverty seems almost impossible 
now. Pastor Wallen who took up the work 
following Dahlsten had the same Zeal and en- 
deavor as before, surely they shall have their 
reward for faithful service. Most of the pio- 
neers now rest in their graves and a new gen- 
eration have taken up the work. On this new 


generation rests the responsibility for the fu- 
ture of the congregation. Follow faithfully in 
the footsteps of the pioneers and remain true 
to Gods word, fervent in prayer and place your 
complete trust in the Lord your God, and he 
will go with you in the continuation of the 
work, and crown your labors and at last give 
you a crown of victory. 


Pastor J. A. Frost 


Greetings from Phillip Andreen: 


To the revered Salemsborg Congregation, 
Salemsborg, Kansas. 

Gods peace: It brought a tear to my eye when 
to-day I received the invitation to send a greet- 
ing for your 40th anniversary history album. 
That former playmates and childhood friends 
should remember the “naughty boy who was 
only the pastors servant.”’ Was almost too much, 
any other historic ties with the Salemsborg 
congregation I cannot claim. 


To day I am 41% years old and more than a 
quarter of a century has passed since as a boy 
I gathered tobacco tags from your good and 
friendly farmers nailed them to the Pastors 
barn door, until it was completely covered by 
the colored tin tags. I shall never forget the 
happy boyhood days in Salemsborg parsonage. 
Uncle Dahlstens fatherly love, Aunt Mina’s 
friendly care, and the good influence that came 
to me in this ideal home of the pastors family. 
The hospitality and clean goodness which was 
found with in the homes in the congregation. 


The ardent morning and evening prayers of- 
fered by father Carlson in the Otto Carlson 
home still live anew in my heart, even if at 
the time I did not understand and appreciate 
his ideal christianity as I know by the Grace 
of God can do. The honorable elderly Nels 
Johnson asked me many questions in Sunday 
School which I was unable to answer but dur- 
ing the passing years have learned to find the 
answers. As you now have claimed me as one 
of your own permit me an old friend to offer 
congratulations at this your anniversary. 
Thankful for all the good you have been able 
to accomplish to the Glory of God and to be 
of use to your countrymen during the 40 years, 
expressing the hope that you shall never fail 
in the strife against unbelief and conforming to 
the ideals of this world. Grounded as you are 
upon the biblical truths and the faith that has 


come from our forefathers may you stand as. 


a beacon light through storm and night to guide 


many souls to the eternal home. 


With deep thankfulness. 
Pastor Phillip Andreen 


Greetings from Pastor Alexis Andreen: 


It is with true joy that I send a cordial greet- 
ing and congratulations to Salemsborg now that 
you are celebrating your 40th anniversary. 
Within her care I spent my happy childhood 
and the years of my youth. It is with thank- 
fulness that I acknowledge the help and guid- 
ance that came to me in the christian noursh- 
ing and teaching both in the home and church 
during those days. Often my thoughts go back 
to the quiet and serious moments when we 
are gathered for devotions either at the home 
or churches altar, which left a deep impression 
on my young heart. Now and in the future time 
these beautiful memories will speak their sil- 
ent and influential language. Many of the pio- 
neers have already gone “To that shore where 
billows never roll”. 


They have labored, they have won 
and kept faith and hope. 
They now have found their crown 
after a completed course. 


A younger generation has taken up their 
work that it might be supported and proagated 
under Gods gracious care. With thankfulness 
may you remember the sacrificing work they 
have accomplished. but also that God has 
blessed their labors, this is evident when you 
come together to jubilee, it should surely cause 
you, the children of the pioneers to rejoice that 
from them you have received so great a trea- 
sure and inheritance; As they in Salemsborg as 
well as in many other places in this great land 
have raised the spires that from our S'wedish 
temples point to “The Fathers home within the 
blue which seems so far, yet is so new.” The 
future celebration shall be joyful and inspiring 
if the pioneers faith, zeal and trust in God will 
live in your hearts. May Salemsborg ever be 
a place on the hill where the gospel of peace 
shall be taught for the salvation of mankind. 
May souls of coming generations find peace, 
forgiveness, and grace with thy gates. 

May He who has power to give far more than 
we can ask or think work that power within 
us. unto Him be glory in the congregation 
through Jesus Christ by all generations forever 
and ever; Amen. 


Pastor Alexis Andreen 


Greetings from Pastor Luther Dahlsten: 

I wish you success on this your jubilee year. 
Salemsborg is especially dear to me partly be- 
cause it was my parents home and my child- 
hood home for over 18 years, and there I took 
my first steps and later received Christian ed- 
ucation and was confirmed in the true faith, 
the memories of my youth and schoolmates are 
there. Never shall I forget the large young peo- 
ples society and the school of song, the choir 
and the band of which I was a member. My 
thoughts go back to the olden days in Salems- 
borg with rejoicing over the congregations pro- 
gress. 

In the Salemsborg Cemetery rest my beloved 
mother and other relatives, which naturally 
lead my thoughts there and to the hope of a 
blessed reunion in heaven. I rejoice greatly in 
that God has given you such faithful and 
zealous Shepherds since my father moved from 
Salemsborg. May God for another 40 years and 
more, yes even unto the end of time let you 
experience his rich blessings. This will surely 
be if you remain faithful to Gods word. 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Luther Dahlsten 


Congregational History of 1909—1959. 


The fortieth anniversary of the congregation 
was held Sept. 24 through the 26, 1909. It was 
the largest meeting of its kind in the history 
of the Church and community, very large num- 
ber of people gathered for services and in con- 
nection with the celebration the State Luther 
League Convention met at the Salemsborg 
Church. A fortieth anniversary album was pub- 
lished which contains a very good history of 
the pioneer days. | 

In 1911 a decision was made to paint the par- 
sonage and the Sorosis Society offered to pay 
for the painting. At a special congregational 
meeting Aug. 22, 1911, a question concerning 
the proposed Winnipeg, Salina and Gulf rail- 
road which was to pass across the alnd owned 
by the Congregation. It was decided to donate 
right of way across the Church farm, however 
the railroad was not built so the decisions made 
at the meeting were void. 


Due to the resignation of Pastor E. P. Kar- 
leen a special congregational business meet- 
ing was held March 19, 1912 at which time a 
call was issued to Rev. G. A. Dorf of New Got- 
land, Kansas at a salary of $1000 per year. A 
call was issued to P. A. Malm to serve as Pas- 
tor during the vacancy. Pastor Dorf declined 


the call. Another meeting was held May 12, 1912 
and Pastor A. P. Mattson of Cannon Falls Minn. 
was called and he also declined. July 17, 1912 a 
Congregational meeting was held at which time 
Pastor P. A. Malm had arrived and presided at 
the meeting, Pastor Carl A. Sward of Sheckly 
Nebraska was called and he also declined. Sept. 
25, 1912 a fourth meeting was held at which 
time Rev. Gustaf Erickson of Bertrand was call- 
ed as Pastor of Salemsborg. From Pastor P. A. 
Malms pastoral report at the annual meeting 
held Jan. 6, 1913 we read; It has been a change- 
able year for Salemsborg Congregation, at the 
beginning of the year no one expected that 
Pastor Karleen wou!d resign and leave Salems- 
borg. I came here May 20th to serve during 
the vacancy and as Rev. Gustaf Erikson has 
accepted the call, my stay here will not be long. 
Pastor Malm confirmed one class of seven 
members in Feb. 1913. 

From Pastor Gustaf Eriksons Pastoral report 
in Jan. 1914. The past year has been a year of 
memories for me. We came to Salemsborg in 
Feb. 1913 and during the ten months we have 
been here we have experienced much love and 
friendship from both young and old for which 
we are humbly grateful. At a special meeting 
held July 20, 1914 to consider the question of 
the light plant which had been installed to 
furnish lights for the Church and Parsonage. 
The plant proved to be too small and at this 
meeting it was decided to trade for a larger 
generator and batteries and to build the cave 
at the Church to house the plant. 


On Jan. 4, 1915 at the annual meeting the 
Pastor was asked to confer with the members 
of the Dorcas and Sorsis Societies, if the women 
of the Church would like to take part and vote 
at the Congregational meetings. At the meeting 
in 1916 the above question was tabled until a 
later meeting, also at the meeting in 1916 a 
decision was made to rebuild the barns at the 
Church property, the old barns were taken 
down and the mater:al was used in the new 
buildings. 66 stalls were built, each 9ft wide 
and 18ft. long. Just when the old barns were 
built is a question as we have not found any 
records in the history book. At the annual 
meeting in Jan. 8, 1917, a decision was made 
to build a new barn on the parsonage ground. 
A committee consisting of J. A. Nelson and the 
trustees were elected to supervise the work of 
the building. 

A special meeting was called for May 15, 
1917 at which time it was decided to get a con- 


tract with the Kansas Centra] Light and Power 
Co., to get electric current for the Church, Par- 
sonage and Park. The hook up with the light 
Co. to cost $150 and the trustees to make up the 
contract with the Light Co. From the Pastoral 
report Jan. 6, 1919 we read the following; The 
year that has passed has been a remarkable 
year that has just began should be a jubilee 
year for our Congregation. At the Conference 
meeting to be held in Salemsborg we will cele- 
brate our 50th anniversary. Looking back on 
the past year in the history of our country and 
of the world, saw the ending of the first World 
War. Nov. 11, 1918 a day which we shall never 
forget, it might be proper to mention a few 
facts concerning the war. Our Nation succeeded 
in staying neutral until] April 6, 1917 when Con- 
gress declared war on Germany. Shortly there- 
after Congress passed the Military Conscription 
act under which all men between the ages of 
twenty and thirty years must register, this was 
later extended to include al! men from eighteen 
to forty five years of age. The coming genera- 
tions who might read this will not know the 
tears and heartaches the mothers of our coun- 
try experienced when the sons were called to 
war. Our Congregation did not suffer as heavy 
a loss of life as many Churches. Fred Frost was 
killed in action in France, Aug. 1, 1918. The 
following young men from our Congregation 
served in the armed forces: Herman Larson, 
August Anderson, Enfred Lindholm, Fred Frost, 
Levi Olson, Laurence Broman, Bernard Frost, 
Edwin Nelson, Otto Brodine, Albin Anderson, 
Albin Carlson, Luther Oborg, and Andrew 
Newman. To these young men we owe our 
thanks, they were called out to serve and if 
needed give their life for their Country, which 
one of them did. Our service flag shall be a re- 
minder of the war time and those who were 
called to service. May the Peace negotations be 
successful that righteousness may prevail so 
those who died, may not have died in vain, 
may God forbid that it should be so. 


At the annual meeting 1919 a committee of 
thirty men and also a committee from the 
Dorcas Society were elected to make prepara- 
tions for the Convention of the Kansas Con- 
ference to be held in Salemsborg in connection 
with the 50th anniversary of our Congregation. 
These meetings were held beginning May 7, 
and ended Sunday, May 11, 1919. The special 
anniversary program was held Sunday after- 
noon when the speakers were former Ministers 
and some of the former children of the Church 


namely; Rev. P. A. Malm, Pastor J. A. Frost, 
Rev. Alexis Andreen, Rev. Luther Dahlsten, 
Rev. E. P. Karleen and the history and remarks 
by Rev. Gustaf Erikson. From the Pastoral re- 
port in Jan. 1920 our 50th jubilee year has 
passed into history and we are grateful for the 
peaceful times during the Conference and our 
special anniversary program. May the younger 
generation never forget what the pioneers ac- 
complished in the building of Gods Kingdom 
among us. To the Conference Committee and 
especially to the women of our Congregation 
we express our thanks. May God reward you. 
At a meeting called for Feb. 3, 1920 a decision 
was made to donate the lot on which the cen- 
tral office of the Telephone Co. is located and 
to give a deed to the Company. 

At the annual meeting in 1922, it was decided 
to print a list of names of the Congregational 
Members and their contributions to the Church 
and a copy of the list be given to the members. 
In 1923 it was decided to ask for a change in 
our Constitution to give the women equal vot- 
ing rights as the men of the Congregation, this 
was ratified and at the annual meeting in 1924 
the women were welcomed and took part in 
the Congregations deliberations. 

In 1924 the English Language was used at 
the first and third Sunday evening servicces, 
all other Church services were conducted in 
Swedish. The cottage in the park was built in 
1924. 

The Spire Church was struck by lightning in 
the afternoon of July 29, 1925. 

Due to the heavy rains which fell the fire 
departments could not get there in time to save 
the building. Most of the members of- the 
Church and many others came and stood sor- 
rowing to see our beloved Church go up in 
flames, it was a sight that will always remain 
in the memory of our Church members. The 
falling Church bell sounded its farewell as it 
fell through the ruins. We were fortunate in 
saving the beautiful Altar painting and a few 
other things from the Spire Church. 


Upon a decision by the Church Council all 
voting members of Salemsborg Evangelical 
Lutheran Congregation were called together 
for a special business meeting on Monday after- 
noon Aug. 10, 1925 for the purpose of deciding 
about building a new Church to replace the 
one destroyed by fire. A new Church on the 
same location where the former building stood. 
The building committee consisted of three men 
and one woman from each Districct together 


with the Deacons, Trustees and Dr. and Mrs. 
Erikson. 


CHURCH DISTRICT 
Peten@bor gn). fate: Fe eh eine Sen seo Deacon 


Zn J eACRIN Cl SOME nee ene to ee ee Trustee 


Gust E. Bengtson 

F. E. Holcomb 

John A. Anderson 
Mrs. Manfred Lofgren 


SOUTH EAST DISTRICT 


APAWe ‘SANG DCr Sa.. eects Oe oe Deacon 
CarliS Wiems0 le thec.Au< Me Bea ee Trustee 
Alfred Nelson 

C. E. Miller 


Aug. Norquist 

Mrs. Ed Thelander 

NORTH EAST DISTRICT 

AlBerinNscA nderso nists. Bel Sue acetate Deacon 
Cable ey MACTUSOD) getter cn ccccaicnednt gn doers Trustee 
E. N. Hedquist 

Mrs. John Alf. Nelson 

John Alf. Nelson 

Oscar Nelson 


ELM CREEK DISTRICT 

Asm Anti arsontiie . 22 eee eee eee Deacon 
Swanmhi@lson mith 22 eee ee ee Trustee 
Emil Swenson 

O. W. Hallengren 

Tony Holmquist 

Mrs. A. A. Larson 


NORTH WEST DISTRICT 

Wallies Miarstinso num. sae cen es ees Deacon 
Gust Olsonis 3 ~, Beek eet a se Trustee 
Albert Johnson 

Rudolph Carlson 

Edwin Frost 

Mrs. Gust Olson 


SOUTH WEST DISTRICT 

Powel Nf Netardepeey gir ae eS AN ie ete Deacon 
ARG > Danielso nw ee, tere Trustee 
Axel Bengstson 

Henry Lagerstrom 

Titus Carlson 

Mrs. Luther Oborg 


The following served as officers of the build- 
ing committee: 


DreGustat Erikson) 22 ee Chairman 
GEEsbengrtsons... i See 2 Vice Chairman 
CarleSwensonn....ez.meseetes..2, eee Secretary 
AxelaBengstonies = eee Treasurer 


On account of ill health Mr. Bengtson re- 
signed in the Spring of 1926 and Mr. A. A. Lar- 


son was elected to serve as Treasurer. 

A committee of five were elected to see 
about a temporary building to be used for Con- 
gregational services and meetings. Part of one 
of the Church barns were remodeled. and ex- 
tended and was used until the new Church 
was completed. 

Many business meetings of the Congregation 
and building committee were held during the 
years when the plans were made and the 
Church built. 

We quote from the Messenger: 

The building Committee by a unanimous vote 
decided to ask the Pastor to solicit funds for 
the Churche building and to do that in a way 
he would find most practical. We realized that 
a great responsibility was placed upon our 
shoulders, but in the Name of Jesus at the 
Throne of Grace we promised during the mon- 
ths of October and November 1925 we visited 
all the homes and came in contact with all our 
families. As a rule we made only two or three 
visits each day. O what a beautiful time we 
had. The Fall of 1925 at Salemsborg we shall 
consider the happiest days we have spent in 
our congregation. We did not only solicit funds 
but we often we drifted into Spiritual questions 
and so we came very close to the hearts of the 
men and women of that time. All the people 
were so very kind to us, willing to go the limit 
in subscribing in order that it would be possi- 
ble to build a beautiful Church. 


On Dec. Ist the contract for construction of 
the new Church were let for the general con- 
struction of the building. A contract was let 
to F. C. Randle Construction Co. of Wichita. 
Their bid $51,860 wsa the lowest bid received. 
They were unable to continue the building, so 
the Bonding Co. paid the difference between 
their bid and $58,220 which was the bid of the 
Hjerpe Sandstrom Construction Co. of McPher- 
son who completed the building. Due to the 
failure of the first Contractors the time required 
for the building of our Church was much long- 
er than would have been necessary. 

The contract for steam heating was let to 
Arthur Elmborg of Lindsborg for $2,893. 

McCaffery got the plumbing contract for 
$1,400. 

R. A. Cassel of Salina got the electrical con- 
tract for $1,435.74. 

It is interesting to note the gradual changes 
from the Swedish to the English Language, in 
1926 we had one Sunday forenoon services each 
month and two Communion Services during 


the year conducted in the English Language. 
The Swedish was used at the early Christian 
Services and English at the second Service. 

A committee of four members were elected 
to study the question of selecting an organ for 
the Church. Members of this Comittee: Rev. 
Erikson, L. E. Miller, Reuben Anderson and 
Miss Frances Swenson. A Kilgen organ was 
selected. 

Mrs. A. A. Larson, Mr. G. E. Bengtson, Mr. 
Henry Lagerstrom and Dr. and Mrs. Erikson 
were elected to contact Art Glass window com- 
panies in regard to the windows for the Church. 

The cornerstone was laid May 19, 1926 by the 
President of the Conference Dr. A. W. Lind- 
quist,, with Dr. Dorf preaching the sermon. 
We quote from the Messenger: 

The cost of the Salemsborg two Tower 
Church. 


Construction of the Church 
building pete ee oe oa $ 48,206.79 


Furnace, and, Heating) <.22)..0:...0... 3,129.36 
Blectric Wuighhiss¢.015 wet ascey 2k eh 1,324.00 
Bress Chandeliers ai.2net 2s hl) 1,237.01 
Pine (Orgentusetuss cetera Sie.) 5,210.00 
Carpets. 200 suite? cot sate hi 1,452.07 
Plum bing geese ae ods ge 1,400.00 
Gold Leaf -for-Orocs 2342058. 3 60.00 
The Windows, all in one 

total sume. 2.8 «4 the, a or 4,060.03 
North and South Altar 

Painting 44.23 o6adesbass ets oe 150.00 
The Architees— icc edek Be 3,013.85 
ChirehsRews ji tieo cons ak Vt 2,884.59 
Freight and. Expenses: .icai0..koed, 589.14 
Miscellaneous ise es tS 93.74 

We ee ee eee ee $ 72,810.58 


If you add the cost of the Church and the cost 
of the Chimes it will amount to the respectable 
sum of $81,255.42. 

Many former members and other friends had 
contacted Dr. Erikson, wishing to have some 
part in building the new Church, so permiss- 
ion was given by the building committee for 
Dr. Erikson to gather these gifts for a Church 
Bell or Chimes for the Church. The Deacon 
Chimes were paid for entirely by gifts from 
persons who were not members of Salems- 
borg. 

The Chimes were installed so they could be 
played on Christmas Morning in 1926, when the 
old Psalms loved by all rang out over the val- 
ley. 

When the Spire Church was built in 1893 the 
large Mural was painted by Carl Lotave who 


was then a resident of Lindsborg, Kansas, he 
later moved to Colorado, Springs where he 
spent several years painting. Later moving to 
New York where he died in 1924. his wish was 
to be cremated and buried on top of Pikes Peak. 
In the Spring of 1925 this burial took place, his 
dear friend Mr. G. N. Malm of Lindsborg was 
one of those who accompanied the remains to 
the Peak. 

When the Sipire Church burned we were for- 
tunate in saving this beautiful Mural to be used 
in the new Church, in 1926 Mr. G. N. Malm of 
Lindsborg was asked to paint the two side 
paintings. In the Geographic of 1926 real uic- 
tures of the Mount of Transfiguration were 
found, Mr. Malm used them as motives. 

The windows were purchased from the Jac- 
obi Co. St. Louis, Mo. their representative be- 
came very enthused over the setting of the 
Church, its architecture, the Chimes etc., so 
when he returned to St. Louis with the contract 
and reported to the manager what a country 
Congregation was doing. The manager cabled 
to Germany to have the windows made there. 
The life of Christ is pictured in these beauti- 
ful art windows. The Memorial Art glass win- 
dows were paid for by individuals and organi- 
zations within the Church, also the light fix- 
tures were given by members of the Church. 

On the southeast corner of the Church you 
will find the dates when the four Churches of 
Salemsborg were built. 

The Sun Dial south east from the Church was 
placed there by Dr. Erikson and Mr. Carl E. 
Magnuson. 

At the annual business meeting of the Sal- 
emsborg Congregation, it was unanimously de- 
cided that our Congregation leave a “Memorial” 
in our Church Minutes in the form of “Resolu- 
tions of appreciation in honor of Dr. and Mrs. 
Erikson and the Officers and Members of the 
Building Committee’’. 

Resolved Ist: 

That we as a congregation desire in this way 
to express our sincere appreciation because of 
Dr. and Mrs. Erikson’s untiring efforts as 
LEADERS in the building of our new Church. 
It is to their hopeful outlook for our future, 
and their consecrated endeavor that we have 
been lead to accomplish the building of so beau- 
tiful a House of Worship. Their submission to 
the leading of the Holy Spirit ,and their inspi- 
ration in turn inspiring us to do our utmost to- 
wards the building of our new Temple. Words 
are indeed weak instruments when we try to 


express our deep appreciation. They are—As 
it were—Like flowers strewn by the wayside, 
that wither and die, but their words, their 
works, their living will continue to Live. 


Secondly: 

That not only for their faithful leadership in 
the building of our New Temple, do we wish 
to express our “Thanks and Appreciation”, but 
for all the years since they came to our Salems- 
borg in 1913. We feel so thankful to God for 
His Divine Guidance in leading us to call to 
our midst such Faithful Servants of God. Their 
desire to follow in the tSeps of Jesus, their 
Humbleness, their willingness to Serve and 
their Kindness and Love. To us as a congrega- 
tion has indeed been a Beacon of Light to help 
us to follow our Saviours. May God bless them 
and sustain them and give them Health and 
Strength to continue in the work with us for 
many years to come. 


Thirdly: 

That as a congregation, we wish to thank 
sincerely the officers and members of the 
building committee for their Faithfulness and 
Loyalty in working in unison and harmony to 
complete this great undertaking. We realize 
that their work on this committee has been con- 
nected with much labor, planning, and sacrifice 
and we sincerely thank them all for their faith- 
fulness. 

As a congregation we feel deeply grateful for 
a group of men and women in our midst, able 
and willing to serve their Church with such 
fidelity. 

Mrs. Simon Johnson 
Mrs. Elvin Eklund 


On Friday evening April 22, 1927 an Organ 
Recital was given by Prof. Arvid Wallin of 
Bethany College, Lindsborg, Kansas. On Sun- 
day morning April 24th at 10:30 A.M. the first 
services were held in the new Church, conduc- 
ted completely in the Swedish Language, at 
which time Dr. A. W. Lindquist our Conference 
President gave the sermon. In the afternoon the 
service of “Dedication” of the Church was held 
when Dr. A. W. Lindquist spoke on the subject 
“Help from the Sanctuary”. Greetings were giv- 
en from the Salina District by Rev. Eben Al- 
statt of Falun, Kansas and by Rev. Luther 
Dahlsten, son of the pioneer Pastor A. W. Dahl- 
sten of the Salemsborg Congregation. 

At the annual business meeting of the Con- 
gregation held Jan. 2nd 1928, a motion was 
made and carried that the minutes of the meet- 
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ing be recorded in the English Language. As 
this was the first business meeting in the new 
Church it might be of interest to note that for 
fifty nine years all business meetings had been 
recorded in the Swedish Language. 

The sixtieth Anniversary of our Church was 
held beginning Oct. 22, 1929, when the various 
organizations with in the Church held evening 
programs and on Sunday the former Pastor E. 
P. Karleen and Rev. L. N. Dahlsten took part at 
the services, large number of people from the 
Valley came to join with us in this special 
event in the new Church. 

The stone Pulpit was erected by the child- 
ren of Salemsborg in 1935. This was sponsor- 
ed by Mrs. Gustaf Erikson. The fund was start- 
ed in 1929 and gradually it grew. Mr. Anton 
Pearson of Lindsborg erected the pulpit. The 
stones were gathered from the beautiful hills 
two miles south of the Church. A large Bible 
of stone was placed on the Pulpit. Below the 
bible is the emblem of the Cross and Crown 


Stone Pulpit 
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worked out on a large Copper plate, together 
with the inscription “In Memory of the Pio- 
neers who builded the sod Church on this place 
in the year of our Lord 1869, erected bythe 
children of Salemsborg. It was presented as a 
gift to the Congregation Nov. 10, 1935 the 452 
anniversary of Martin Luthers birthday. Dr. E. 
F. Pihlblad President of Bethany College gave 
the dedicatory address. 

If you walk in Gods way If in Him you abide 

He shall bless you and keep you and stand by 
your side 

And at sunset in life He shall grant you a rest 

In the City of God in the Home of the Blest 

As the centuries pass and the years and the 
days 

I shall stand on this beautiful Reverent Place 

I shall point to the past, I shall point to the 
sky 

While the sons of the ages pass silently by 

Gustaf Erikson 


In 1939 the three Churches in the Smoky Val- 
ley namely Bethany Lindsborg, Fremont and 
Salemsborg all celebrated 70 years since their 
organization. We had our first program on June 
8th at Salemsborg and on Sunday June 11, the 
three Churches joined together at Presser Hall 
for the special anniversary celebration when 
Dr. A. W. Lindquist and Dr. P. O. Bersell were 
guest speakers. 

In 1939 after serving as Pastor ofSalemsborg 
fo r more than twenty six years Dr. Erikson and 
Mrs. Erikson retired from active service and 
moved to their home at the foot of Pikes Peak 
in Manitou Springs. In July 1943 Dr. Erikson 
had a cerebral hemmorage and was bedfast un- 
til at sunset of Sunday evening February 11, 
1945 he was called to be with the Lord. Close 
by the Church to the west you will find Dr. 
Eriksons grave. The congregation erected the 
monument. 

You will find a sun dial there denoting time. 
He so often wrote and spoke of the value of 
time and also had a hobby of collecting clocks. 
On the other side of the stone there is a book, 
pen and ink denoting his writings. Not long 
before going home he wrote a poem, the clos- 
ing verse is inscribed in the monument. 

The committee in charge of compiling this 
history are deeply grateful to Mrs. Erikson for 
so much of the information during their stay at 
Salemsborg. 


In the Fall of 1940 Pastor Axel Bjorkman and 
family came to serve the Congregation as lead- 
ers for Salemsborg. The following year saw the 


bombing of Pear] Harbor and our Countries en-— 
try into the second World War. It was an es- 
pecially trying time for our Church and Com- 
munity. The building of Camp Phillips took 
more than one-sixth of the area where our 
members made their homes. Causing so many 
people be made homeless in just a few weeks, 
many had to relocate far from our Church so 
our membership was reduced by almost 20 per 
cent and above all the heartaches of parents 
whose sons were called to serve in the armed 
forces in all corners of the world. We shall not 
try to give the names of all the boys who were 
in Military Service in World War II and Korea 
lest some might be omitted. One of our young 
men, Harley Anderson gave his life on the 
battle field and many others will bear the 
scars of battle through life. Even though many 
activities of our Church had to be curtailed due 
to war conditions our people were true to their 
Church and tried to carry on the work of 
Gods Kingdom. 

We observed our 75th anniversary in Sept. 

1944 when a large number of people gathered 
at our festivities, it is always a blessing to meet 
in the House of God and perhaps more so in the 
time of war and stress. 
Svea Elizabeth Bjorkman passed away sudden- 
ly at her home in Salemsborg Feb. 8, 1945 and 
was laid to rest in the Salemsborg Cemetary. 
In the few years that the family had been in 
our Community she had won the love and re- 
spect of all our people. The Bjorkman family 
moved from our Church to Stockholm Wiscon- 
sin where Pastor Bjorkman is serving as Pas- 
tor of the Augustana Church. 

Pastor Thoren and family came to Salemsborg 
from Minnesota in 1946, preaching his first ser- 
mon here the first Sunday in November. The 
Thorens were gifted musicians. Mrs. Thoren 
served as choir leader and President of our 
W.M.S. District. Later Clara Pauline was or- 
ganist and choir director of our Church. Dur- 
ing Pastor Thorens stay in Salemsborg much 
was done to improve and beautify our Church 
by water proofing walls and roof and complete- 
ly redecorating the Sanctuary and basement. 

All the members of Salemsborg and the Com- 
munity were saddened by the illness that came 
to Mrs. Thoren. She passed to her eternal re- 
ward Feb. 3, 1953 and was laid to rest near her 
family home in Malma, Nebraska. 4 

On account of declining health conditions 
Pastor Thoren needed a period of rest from 
Congregational work. On Oct. 10, 1954, he ten- 


dered his resignation to the Salemsborg Con- 
gregation and it was with saddened hearts that 
the resignation was accepted. At this writing 
Pastor Thoren has regained his strength and is 
serving as Pastor in our Conference. We re- 
joice that God has given him that privilege as 
we know his zeal for the souls of men. 

From Oct. 1954 until June of 1956 there was 
no resident Pastor of Salemsborg so the Con- 
gregation voted to build a new parsonage to 
replace the very large house which was built 
in 1906. This was accomplished mostly through 
donated labor and financed through a special 
Congregational appeal. A new garage was also 
built at that time. The members of the build- 
ing committee in charge of the work were: 

Clarence Nelson, Ivan Swenson, Phillip 
Oborg, Harold Larson and Wallace Pihl. We 
quote from the Treasurers report 1956. 
otal@costuoL parsonage -..........--..... $ 13,416.99 
RPOLGIS COST WOE PAL AGO occ cc on voor oc cnccrensgs 1,154.91 


Pastor Bard and family came to take up the 
work at Salemsborg the first Sunday in June 
1956, as the new parsonage was not completed 
at that time they made their home in Linds- 
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borg until Sept. We plead God’s richest bless- 
ing on our Pastors family in their important 
calling. At the time of this anniversary our 
Congregation numbers many young families, 
may they all remain faithful to their Church 
that the unity of Spirit that has prevailed dur- 
in gthe past ninety years may be continued, 
the future of the rural Churches seem uncer- 
tain as people are moving to the cities and a 
large number of farm homes have been taken 
down. 

During the years several SONS of Salems- 
borg have entered the Ministry of the Au- 
gustana Synod, namely Phillip Andreen, Al- 
exis Andreen, J. A. Frost, Luther Dahlsten, 
Theodore Bjorkman, Arnold Thoren Jr., Em- 
ment Eklund, and Vernon Swenson who has 
also served on the Mission field in Africa and 
is home on furlough at this time. 

On the program pamphlet at the eightieth 
aniversray a very brief history was printed, we 
would use the closing paragraph again to show 
that world conditions have changed very little, 
surely we thought at that time that world rul- 
ers would realize that only under the Christ- 
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jan Baner can be true Peace be achieved. 

In trying to recall some of the historical 
dates in our Congregations history little has 
been said of the Spiritual phase of the Church 
work; Perhaps it is better so, as we feel that 
these records are kept by a Divine hand which 
errs not. 


On this our 90th anniversary, may we pause 
in humble gratitude to God for His Grace and 
Mercy which endureth from generation; for 
faithful Pastors who have proclaimed the Gos- 
pel of Salvation and for ever loyal members 
who have been inspired to carry on the work 
of the Church. 

In an ever changing world, we wonder what 
the future has in store for our Church. During 
the past few years. we have seen the destruc- 
tion of nations under totalitarian rule, where 
Christian people have been tortured and Chur- 
ches destroyed. Only as Christian believers of 
all denominations unite in a common plea be- 
fore the Throne of Grace, can our country con- 
tinue under the great basic principle. “The 
Freedom of Religious Worship”. We have the 
eternal promise that God is faithful and will 
not forsake us. May we be faithful and carry 
on our part in the building of God’s Kingdom 
on earth to His honor and glory. 


Sunday School and Vacation Bible School: 


The Sunday School of Salemsborg is as old as 
the congregation itself. According to the first 
Pastoral call it was decided that the Pastor 
for a special compensation would teach Swed- 
ish School with in the congregation. Pastor A. 
W. Dahlsten was the superintendent when the 
Sunday School was held in the so called sod 
Church. The instructions consisted of a study 
of catechism and Bible history. The children 
that attended at that time ranged in age from 
ten to fifteen. The enrollment was approxi- 
mately twenty to thirty. Sunday School was 
also held on Sunday afternoons in some family 
home. Jacob Malmgren was the teacher in one 
of these schools. Sunday School also held on 
Sunday afternoens in the so called Solberg 
schoo] house. The Sunday School in the Chur- 
ch was held before the service. In 1876 the 
new frame Church was used which benefited 
the Sunday School greatly. The enrollment in- 
creased rapidly to 65 or 70 children. A more 
orderly system was now instituted. Teachers 
and officers were elected and school was di- 
vided into classes, three for boys and three 
for girls. Classes were added as needed. An 


examination was held before promotion. The ~ 
text books were the catechism and Bible stor- 
ies by C. W. Skarstedt. During the service 
each Sunday, one Bible Story from each the old 
and new Testament was related. At this time 
a new song book “Barnvannens Lyra” was in- 
troduced. About 1882 Church History was used 
as a text book. After two years, this seemed 
impracticable and was dropped. The Sunday 
School at this time had a library of about 70 
volumes. The order of the service, then intro- 
duced as follows; Song, Prayer, Confession of 
Faith, Lords Prayer, Song, Teaching of class- 
es, General summary of the work, Song and 
Benediction. The children received the Sun- 
day School paper and a small card containing 
a Bible verse. Every fourth Sunday, a larger 
card was given to those who had four small 
cards. The Sunday School Superintendent was 
not a teacher in any particular class, his duties 
consisted of supervision of the school and con- 
ducted the general summary of the work. 

In 1885 it was decided to hold Sunday School 
after Church Services from twelve to one 0’- 
clock. This was carried on until 1899 when it 
changed in the belief that the school would be 
improved if it was held before the service. 


The first Sunday School picnic was held 
near the so called Malmgrens school house on 
June 24, 1875. Dr. I. N. Hasselquist was the 
speaker. The Childrens Christmas program was 
instituted 1878. The expense for this was raised 
by a general subscription. At that time there 
was no general admission charge. On a number 
of occasions it happened that persons outside 
the congregation came to disturb the festivities 
with indecent behavior, some even under the 
influence of liquor. To put an end to such 
shameful behavior and to keep out undersira- 
ble character, it was decided to charge ten cents 
admission to the Christmas program. 

In 1893 the Sunday School collected $100 to 
pay for a new window in the Church in ad- 
dition to which it has contributed to the con- 
gregational treasury, Childrens Home and oth- 
er vital projects. In 1902 the birthday boxes 
were introduced. Everyone was invited to put 
in one cent for each year of their age on the 
Sunday following their birthday. When $100 
had been gathered in this way, the congrega- 
tion would decide how it should be used. The 
money collected amounted to $105.75 as re- 
ported at the annual meeting in 1909. 

During a few years the Sunday School did 
not meet during the months of January and 


February. This did not prove to be a blessing, 
consequently was discontinued. 

In 1892 regular teachers meetings were held. 
Practical suggestions for the improvement of 
-the Sunday School were discussed at these 
meetings. The new graded system for classes 
was introduced at this time. A complete sys- 
tem of achievement cards was used. The gen- 
eral examination was based on the Bible verse 
printed on the small achievement card. The 
Secretary’s report was read each Sunday. The 
song book used was one printed by the Synod. 
The order of service in this book was used for 
the opening and closing of the Sunday School. 

The first week day Bible Schools held had a 
number of teachers, for example Anderson and 
Nordline, Maria Swenson and student P. J. 
Brodine. In 1879 Otto Peterson agreed to teach 
at a salary of $35 per month. It was decided 
that as many as ten months of school be held 
during the year. On account of the smaller 
number of children in the congregation and the 
heavy expenses involved the school time was 
shortened as the years went by. At a congrega- 
tional meeting in 1895, it was decided that 
whenever there were ten or more children of 
school age, within the district a Bible School 
should be held. As nearly as possible, each 
child should pay 25-cents per week. In the 
Pastoral report for 1895 we read the following: 
There is a deplorable lack of interest in the 
congregation in that it does not give religious 
education to its children but leaves it to the 
discreation of the parents. This shows the con- 
gregations to be weak in this matter. We ex- 
pect harvest where we have not sowed which 
is but wishful thinking. During the latter years 
Swedish School has been held two months dur- 
ing the summer. Teachers have been procured 
from Bethany College and the Congregation. 


By the end of 40 years of work, the Sunday 
School was very well organized into depart- 
ments and classes for different ages of child- 
ren and as the years have passed the child- 
ren of the past have grown into manhood and 
womanhood and many have moved to other 
places to make their homes. It is gratifying to 
know that so many have been blessed by the 
Christian teachings received while attending 
the Sunday School at Salemsborg. 

At the present time the enrollment number 
65 children. There are now ten regular teach- 
ers in the Sunday School. 

An adult Bible class is also held every Sun- 
day and is generally well attended. Vacation 


Bible School is held every summer after the 
regular public school term. Vacation Bible 
School is also very well attended. All children 
from age 5 years up to and including the child- 
ren of Confirmation age attend. 

May Gods riches blessings continue with us 
as we face the future with renewed hope. 


“Dorcas” 

Although no definite year can be given when 
this society was orgznized, it is known to be 
the oldest organization within the congregation. 
In the congregationa! minutes several refer- 
ences to the sewing society before 1878. At the 
annual business meeting in 1878 the following 
decisions were made: That the business affairs 
of the Sewing Society shall be decided at the 
annual Business Meeting of the Congregation. 

That the society have a meeting before the 
sale in the Fall to decide how the funds for the 
coming year be used and to elect a Secretary 
and Treasurer. The Congregation elects the 
President of the Society. 


The Societies decisions shall be presented to 
the Congregation at the annual business meet- 
ing to be approved. 

That the Treasurers and Secretaries annual 
reports shall be included in the Secretaries 
minutes of the Congregation, to be read with 
the minutes of the Congregational Sec’y. 

Ladies held their first meeting at the home 
of Rev. and Mrs. A. W. Dahlsten, only three 
members present; Mrs. John Holmquist, Mrs. 
John Daielson, and Mrs. A. W. Dahlsten. Each 
one gave a donation of $1.00 to buy material to 
start a sewing society. 

Next meeting more members attended; Mrs. 
L. J. Larson, Mrs. Jacob Anderson, Mrs. Sol- 
berg, Mrs. Brodine and Mrs. John Anderson. 
Membership dues were $1.00. Dues increased 
as the years went by. It was quite difficult for 
the members to attend the meetings, most of 
the time they had to walk. 


The societies meetings have been held for 
all the women of the Congregation, one ex- 
ception was when the women of the North 
West District held separate meetings, not be- 
cause of dissatisfaction with the organization 
but because of the long distance to come to 
the regular meetings. 

The society has been very active in the work 
of the Church, yes it can be said, “A gigantic 
task has been accomplished by the women of 
the Church. The society has contributed funds 
both for the Congregations use as well as 


Mission work outside of the Congregation. The 
funds have been gathered through bazaars, 
sales and fests of various kinds. 

The society now have their own Constitu- 
tion under which they elect their own officers 
and admister their funds. In 1893 the organiza- 
tion paid for the installing of gas lights in the 
Spire Church and have supplied the funds to 
maintain the lights since that time. 

During the time when Rev. C. Walleen serv- 
ed as Pastor of Salemsborg he also served as 
President and Secretary of the organization 
and Mrs. Walleen served as Treasurer. 

Before the 40th anniversary of the Church 
the society sponsored the building and equip- 
ing of the kitchen in the Church basement. In 
the summer of 1908 the society adopted the 
name of “DORCAS”, which means “Sisters in 
the work”. At the annual meeting a decision 
was made to change the schedule of meetings. 
Now the meetings are held in the six districts 
of the Church by turn. A Vice President is 
elected for each District and are responsible 
for the meetings in their respective Districts. 

The Womens Missionary Society was organ- 
ized Jan. 18, 1917 at the parsonage. Dr. Gustaf 
Erikson Pastor. Membership of 100. 


The Dorcas Society helped in various ways 
pertaining to building of our two Tower Chur- 
ch. Some of our ladies were elected to serve on 
the building committee. 

Memorial window in our present Church 
“Jesus Standing at the door”. In memory of 
Dr. and Mrs. A. W. Dahlsten by Dorcas. Cost 
of $200. 

Dorcas has continued helping with the finan- 
cial part of the Church. Has continued to pay 
for the electricity through the years. Bought 
curtains, stoves, carpets, hot water heater, 
sinks, kitchen supplies, etc. Some given as 
Memorials. 

The silver service coffee set, is a memorium 
to Mrs. Arnold V. N. Thoren, who died Feb. 3, 
1953. 

July 29, 1927 Dorcas paid for forty of the 
first English Hymnals. 

The W.M.S. sent their gifts and contribu- 
tions to Missionary work of the Church. 

The District meetings have met at different 
times here in Salemsborg with Missianaries as 
guests and guest speakers. 

The Swedish Language was used until in 
1925, it was decided that Dr. Erikson close the 
meetings with a few words in the English 
Language. Our Dorcas song was “Jesus for var- 


lden givit sitt lif’. Translated means “Jesus 
gave His life for the world”. 

The Dorcas society sponsored a Memorial 
Day Service in 1949 at which time “DECOM- 
MISSIONING OF SERVICE FLAG” was ob- 
served. There were 47 men and 1 woman call- 
ed into service from our communicant mem- 
bership from the original six Districts. The 
names of these service men are filed with the 
service flag in the vault of the Church. The 
Military training program of our Country is 
still in force, so our boys are being called to 
training so the list of those called since World 
War two is not complete at this time. 

Doreas and W.MS. have been and still are 
the most active societies in the Congregation. 

In the Fall of 1958 the Church at large de- 
cided that the W.M.S. should be changed to 
“Augustana Lutheran Church Women”—AL- 
CW, thinking that more women will be reached 
and interested in the work, as this includes all 
the women of the Church are members. 

Half of gifts in money received to be sent 
to Conference Society and half to be kept at 
home in the local Society. 

Our ALCW meet once a month at the Chur- 
ch Parlors. 


We have four units, in the Congregation. 


PROPER WORE vocec ero oa eeen Rebecca 
INOTth, Tea En eee eet ae Miriam 
SSO UC Er” Fess ete ees Ruth 
Sotith West nn sa ane Martha 


They each have a leader and a recorder and 
meet once a month in the homes. 
Luther League: 

The Luther League was organized Dec. 3, 
1880. On Dec. 13, 1880 the society adopted a 
constitution. We quote from the minutes of 
this meeting: The society’s name shall be “The 
Swedish Evangelical Young Peoples Society of 
Salemsborg”. Discussions regarding wordly 
subjects will be permitted providing they con- 
tribute to the organization welfare. One meet- 
ing will be held on the first Monday of each 
month. Each male will contribute $1.00 as a 
membership fee and 25-cents quarterly there- 
after. Women members will contribute half 
membership fee. Officers will be fined 10- 
cents when they fail to attend the meetings. 
The constitution was presented to the Church 
Board for approval. The following is the Chur- 
ch Boards recognition of the Constitution. To 
our dear young men, we have studied your 
constitution and consider it good. We had de- 
cided to recognize the society’s activities with- 


in the Congregation under the following con- 
ditions: 

a—That if any departure from Gods word or 
the congregations constitution occurs or for 
any other improper activity the Church Board 
“reserves the right to warn and counsel and if 
this counseling proves to be fruitless, it will 
have the right to forbid the activities of the 
organization. 

b—That no unchristian literature or papers 
be found in the organizations library. 

c—That older and Christian leaders be elec- 
ted, particularly during the formative years 
of the organization. 

d—tThat article 4, paragraph 1 be made to 
read as following: That older persons of this 
congregation be permitted to be members if 
they so desire. 

e+-That the Pastor and Church Board Mem- 
bers be granted the privilege of the floor and 
voting rights within the organization. 

May this organization become a blessing to 
the Young People of our Congregation Salems- 
borg Dec. 17, 1880. The Church Board and A. 
W. Dahlsten. 

The first officers of society were President 
N. M. Johnson, Vice President J. G. Peterson, 
Secretary Otto Peterson, Financial Sec’y Hen- 
ry Hanson, Treasurer John Englund, Librarian 
O. V. Anderson. 

The first Secretary kept very well written 
minutes concerning the socities activities and 
even showed some poetic ability. We include 
a specimen of this. 

For filling the page I wish to admit that the 
faults that you find have been made by me, 
but I wish you would forgive all, then it will 
be as Jesus in prayer commands. 

(this verse rhymes in swedish) 

The organization has worked effectively for 
sobriety and the spreading of good literature 
and tracts. 

The following subjects for debate show the 
character of the society’s meetings. 

“How can a young man keep his way pure” 

By guiding it according to Thy Word. 

“The dangers and snares that tempt a young 
man through life.” 


Which have suffered most the Indians or 
Negroes” The members reveal that 

Ring was leader for the Indians and Gustaf 
Lindholm for the negroes. 

“Man’s most important period in life.” 

“The value and blessings derived from the 
commandments for those who keep them and 


Judgement and curse for those who do not” 

“Which are the greater burden to the com- 
munity, the greedy or the poor?” 

“Which is the more beautiful to the eye the 
works of nature or the works of art?” 

“Who are the young people’s best friends 
and who are the most dangerous enemies?” 


“Have the Swedes contributed more to 
American culture than the Irish, German or 
English?” 
>In 1892 the organization discontinued the 
general meetings at the Church and combined 
with the young women’s sewing society. The 
young women’ meetings had been held in the 
afternoon at the homes of some members of 
the Congregation. A Literary program was 
rendered and refreshments were served by the 
host family. From this time on the girls Sew- 
ing Society was discontinued and a new or- 
ganization “Sorosis’” was started. In the sum- 
mer of 1908, the young people’s society became 
known as the Luther League. In the following 
year it adopted a new constitution. We, here- 
by, give a few articles of this. 


Article 1. Name: This association shall be 
known as the Young People’s Lu- 
ther League of the Salemsborg 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


Article 2. Object: The object of this League 
shall be the improvement of its 
members spiritually, morally, in- 
tellectually and socially and to 
render to the Church service as 
may lie in its power. To protect 
and guard our young people 
aginst dangerous and vicious in- 
fluence of various unchurchly and 
unbelieving associations surround- 
ing them. 

Article 3. Members: The membership shall 
consist of all young people who 
are members of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. 

By Lawa: Article 1—The social meetings of 
this League shall be held every other week. 
Programs shall commence at 8 P.M. in the win- 
ter and at 8:30 P.M. in the summer. The League 
shall meet every other Thursday evenings in 
the Church basement for Edification, Spirit- 
ually, and Morally. 

The League meetings have been held at reg- 
ular intervals through the years. The programs 
have been varied, consisting of music, read- 
ings, talks, slides, motion picture etc. 


At the time of this writing our Luther Lea- 
gue has fifteen members. All young people 
from confirmation to marriage are included in 
the membership. Because there are so few, 
combined meetings are held with the young 
people of Smolan, Falun and Assaria, alternat- 
ing the meeting places. 

The Leagues sponsor a Bible camps at Wa- 
shunga near Junction City, Kansas and leader- 
ship School at Bethany College. In 1960 a bien- 
nial Youth Conference will be held in Texas. 
Augustana Brotherhood, Augustana Churchmen 

The men of our Church met Dec. 12, 1927 to 
organize a Brotherhood which was to include 
all confirmed male members of the Church. 
The main objectivve of this organization with- 
in Conference and Synod has been to promote 
a scholarship plan for the young men who 
plan to attend one of our Church Colleges, also 
Boy Scout work among the boys, especially in 
the city Churches and to carry on the work in 
the summer camps. 

At the Convention in 1956 a unamimous de- 
cision was made to change the name from Au- 
gustana Brotherhood to Augustana Church- 
men. The main sources of financial support 
comes from sustaining Memberships and one 
annual offering in October of each year. 
Music — Band — Choir: 

During the first years of the Congregation 
we had as song leaders: Rev. and Mrs. A. W. 
Dahlsten, Olof Thorstenberg and M. L. Peter- 
son. Having no organ one of the above named 
led the singing at the Church Services. The 
first organ was loaned to the Congregation by 
Johan Thorstenberg, it was brought to the 
Church and used at special occasions. John 
Thorstenberg and Rev. Dahlsten took turns 
serving as organist. 


In the Fall of 1876 a Reed Organ was bought 
for the Congregation by the sewing society. 

When the Spire Church was built a new Pipe 
Organ was installed at a cost of $1800. 

It was the custom for the organist to con- 
duct the Choir until the last few years we have 
had a special leader. The Choirs of Salemsborg 
have been very faithful in presenting good se- 
lections, adding much to the beauty of the 
Worship Services and at many other special 
occasions. 

Salemsborg had a Music Band that was or- 
ganized in 1881, which was known as one of 
the leading organizations of its kind in central 
Kansas. It went on through the years from 
generation to generation for some over fifty 


years, until the Schools and Colleges in the: 
Community attracted the younger people to 
take part in their musical work and the mode 
of transportation changed so the people of the 
Community traveled further for musical en- 
tertainments. 


Junior Mission Band: 

The Junior Mission Band, a society for the 
children under Confirmation age was organi- 
zed, Oct. 9, 1920 at the Church basement, a 
preparatory meeting had been held in con- 
nection with a Dorcas meeting when sixty one 
names were recorded and nineteen more mem- 
bers were added at the meting Oct. 9. 

Mrs. Gustaf Erikson was the first leader of 
the society a position which she loved and 
served for many years. 

The society sponsored a concert by the Beth- 
any Girls Glee Club May 23, 1929. A very 
large number of people attended the concert, 
the total proceeds were $43.18 which was to 
be used for building the stone Pulpit where the 
sod Church pulpit stood. The Society continued 
to add to the first sum until 1935 when the 
pulpit was built by Anton Pearson an artist 
from Lindsborg and unvieled Nov. 10, 1935. Dr. 
Pihlblad of Bethany College gave the address. 
The fifteenth anniversary of the J.M.B. was 
observed at this time. 

The organization is now called “The Junior 
Missionary Society, as the name implies Miss- 
jionary causes have been and are being sup- 
ported by the children as well as the adults of 
Salemsborg. 

The list of names for roll call now number 
forty-eight. Roll call is answered by placing 
gifts in their friendship boxes. The proceeds 
which goes to various Missions, especially to 
Africa where Vernon Swenson is serving as 
Missionary teacher. 

The first Sunday of each month the J.M.S. 
meet at the Sunday School hour and also spon- 
sor programs at other occasions. It has been a 
blessed experience for the children to get the 
instruction and training for their future part 
in the work in Gods Kingdom on earth. 


The Golden Links: 

In point of years the newest organization 
within the Congregation is “The Golden Links” 
which was organized April 6, 1956 with ap- 
proximately forty four members. 

To be members you must be a young married 
couple where combined ages does not exceed 


75 years, and who manifest a willingness to 
accept the objectives of the organization. 

The aim of this group is: To provide oppor- 
tunity for Christian growth, to assist in mak- 
ing our Christian witness more effective and 
to provide for Christian fellowship. Also to 
undertake such projects as may be helpful in 
the work of the Kingdom, subject to the ap- 
proval by the Board of Administration. Our 
present project is to improve our Church park. 
We have repaired the picnic tables and play- 
ground equipment. Money has been raised 
through ice cream socials and serving at other 
occasions. 

The meetings are held the second Tuesday 
of each month except during harvest. 

Sorosis Society: 

On Nov. 5, 1891 a sewing society was organ- 
ized among the young girls. The following were 
elected as leaders: Dora Nelson, Clare Eklund 
and Tilda Sandberg. Secretary Minnie Larson 
and Treasurer Tilda Sandberg. At the organiza- 
tion meeting it was decided that their goal 
should be to gather funds for the Holy cause 
of Missions. Funds were gathered through ba- 
zaars, sales and serving Congregational din- 
ners, concerts, etc. The society continued to 
function under that name until Jan. 16, 1903 
when a decision was made to change the name 


from the girls sewing society to the Young 
Peoples ten cent society. This change was made 
because a few years eralier some of the youth 
became members of the society and it had 
been changed from a sewing society to a Lit- 
erary Society which he!d its meeting in the 
evenings. 

The work of the sewing society was again 
taken up by the girls of the Congregation in 
the summer of 1908. A new Constitution was 
adopted where by the name Sorosis was se- 
lected. The society met every other Thursday 
afternoon. The society was a very active or- 
ganization and contributed much financial aid 
to their Church as we!! as for the Cause of 
Missions. During the later years the name of 
Teen Agers was used for the society and at 
this present time the work of the young people 
is concentrated in the Luther League. 


Pastors who have served at Salemsborg 


Rev. A: W. Dahlsterteeiee oe. 1869—1888 
Rev. Carl Wallen: Beer eee 1888—1908 
Rev. E“Ps Karleente ts tae 1908—1912 
Rev. (PRP! A. Malin: Bee ec ee 1912—1913 
Reve ‘Gusta: Eriksonm is) 07 = 1913—1939 
Rev. A. J JB jOr kina ieee ee eee 1940—1946 
Rev. Arnoldiat norenwes: amet... = 1946—1954 
Revie Dale” Bardgiee 2s ne eee 1956—1959 
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